7—%

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,

940 Paulo, Delhi, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521732161

o Evelyn P. Altenberg & Robert M. Vago 2010

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2010
3rd printing 2011

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
Acatalogue record for this publication is available from the British Libra ry

ISBN 978-0-521-51832-1 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-73216-1 Paperback

Additional resources for this publication at www.cambridge.org/altenberg-vago

Cambridge University Press hasno responsibility for the persistence or

accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to
inthis publication, and does notguarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate




Tomy husband, Jim, my daughters, Jen and Alli,

my mother, Lilo, and in memory of my father, Hans
and

Tomy son, Joel, so that he might read this book and

understand what his father was trying to teach him




Unit |

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Unit 5

Unit 6

Contents

Introduction page xi
How touse this book it

Part | Kinds of words

Nouns 3

Lessonl Identifyingnouns 3
LLesson 2 Concrete and abstract nouns 3
LLesson 3 Singularand plural nouns 9

[Lesson4 Animate and inanimate nouns 12

LLesson5 Countand noncountnouns 14
[Lesson 6 Proper and commonnouns 18
Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit1

Verbs 23

Lesson7 Identifyingverbs 23

l.esson8 The verbbase 25

[Lesson9 Actionverbsandlinking verbs
[Lesson 10 Transitive and intransitive verbs
[Lesson 1l Phrasal verbs 38

Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit2

Determiners 45

Lessonl2 Articles 46

Lesson 13 Demonstratives 48
[.esson 14 Possessives 50
[Lesson 15 Quantifiers 58

Answerkeys: Tvs{_\'(Ju:‘se:{)"questions ~ Unit3

Adjectives 58
[Lesson 16 [dentifying adjectives 58
Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit4
Prepositions 65

Lesson 17 Identifying prepositions 65

Answer keys: Tusz_mm‘selfquestions — Unitd

Conjunctions 69
ating conjunctions 70
conjunctions 73

[Lesson18 Coordin
Lessonl9 Subordinating

20

Oy
o

63

68




Contents

[,esson 20 Correlative conjunctions 77

; . .
Answer keys: Test yourself guestions - Unit6 79

Unit 7 Pronouns &8I |
Lesson 21 Subjectand object pronouns 82
Lesson 22 Reflexive pronouns 85
Lesson 23 Demeonstrative pronouns a7
[.esson 24 Possessive pronouns 89
Lesson 25 Interrogative pronouns 93
[.esson 26 Relative pronouns 96
Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit7 99
Unit 8 Adverbs 103

Lesson 27 Identifyingadverbs 103
Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit 8 107

Review matchingexercise and answer key — Part I 109

Part Il Kinds of phrases 11

Unit9 Noun phrases 113

Lesson 28 The basicstructure of noun phrases 113
Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit9 119

Unit 10 Prepositional phrases 121

Lesson 29 The basicstructure of prepositional phrases 121
Answer keys: Test yourself questions — Unit 10 125

Unit 11 Verb phrases 125

Lesson 30 The basicstructure of verb phrases 126
Answer keys: Testyourselfquestions — Unit 11 135

Unit 12 Auxiliary phrases 133

Lesson 31 The basic structure ofauxiliary phr

ases 139
Lesson 32 Modals 141
Lesson 33 Perfect have 143
Lesson 34 Progressive pe 146
Lesson 35 Combining auxiliary verbs 148
Lesson 36 The suffixes ofauxiliary verbs 151

Lesson 37 Tense 156

Answer keys: Testyourselfquestions - Unit12 164

Unit 13 Subjects and objects
Lesson 38 Subjects 170
Lesson 39 Direct objects 173
Lesson 40 Indirect objects 177
Lesson 41l The functions of pronouns

169

183

viii

—



Contents

Lesson42 Implied subjects: commands 186
Answer keys: Test yourself questions — Unit13 189

Unit 14 Compound phrases 193

Lesson43 Compound noun phrases 194
[Lesson44 Compound verb phrases 195
Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit 14 197

Review matching exercise and answer key — Part IT 198

Part Ill Getting started with sentences :20r

Unit 15 The functions of sentences 203

LLesson 45 Identifyingsentencesby function 203
Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit 15 206

Unit 16 Combining sentences 207

[Lesson 46 Simple sentences 207

[Lesson 47 Compound sentences 210

[Lesson 48 Complex sentences 214

Lesson 49 Sentenceswithrelative clauses 221
[Lesson 50 Compound-complex sentences 229
Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit 16 231

Unit 17 Related sentences 235
Lesson 51 Lookingatrelated sentences 235
[Lesson 52 Activeand passive sentences 238
Lesson 53 Positive and negative sentences 246
Answer keys: Test yourselfquestions — Unit 17 250
Review matching exercise and answer key — PartIII 252
[List of Quick tips 253
Glossary 261
Index 270

Hix




{‘)ur goal inthisbook isto help you learn about English grammar in as simple and straight-
forward a way as possible. The book was inspired by our students, most of whom p-:nic
when we say words like adjective, subject, and passive. We believe that panic will be
1'(=-p1:u,‘v(1 by knowledge and confidence as readers work their way through this user-
friendly book.

Who is this book for? It's for anyone who needs or wants to understand English gram-
mar. That includes readers who: (1) want to improve their writing; (2) are studying a for-
eign language; (3) are or want to be teachers; (4) are learning English as a second
language: (5) are or want to be professionals such as speech-language pathologists and
attorneys; (6) are interested in how English works. The book is self-guided and self-
paced: it can be used alone or aspart of acourse.

The workbook approach used here will move you beyond simply labeling words to an
understanding of how the different pieces of a sentence fit together. To help you achieve
this understanding, we present information in small steps, with many opportunities to
apply each new piece of information in exercises before youmove on to the nextstep.

Like all languages, English isa collection of dialects.While society views some of these
dialects as having more social prestige than others, when we look at them objectively we
find that all dialects are equal linguistically. That means that alldialects have grammati-
cal rules. and the grammatical rules of one dialect are no more precise, pure, or logical
than the grammatical rules of another dialect. Nonetheless, in this book we focus on the
orammar of Standard American English because it is widely known and because writing
requiresa knowledge of formal, standard English.

y limit this introductory book in both content and complexity. Wherever
possible, we provide you with a simple rule of thumb to use. However, we don’t claim to
cover all of English gsentence structure. A clear understanding of what usually works
ndation for recognizing and understanding the exceptions. Qur aim is

We deliberatel

will give youa fou
to provide you with the basics.

This book will clarify English sentence structure and provide you with a useful refer-
book that you can turn to long after you've completed the exercises. It will also pro-
ation for more advanced study.

n the page. We predict that it won’t hurt a bit. In fact, you

ence
vide youwitha solid found

So take a deep breath and tur
d out how easy English Grammar can be.

may be surprised to fin




book that will help you use it effectively?

1 grammar. Depending on your background

What are the features of this
We assume no prior knowledge of Englist : -8 il oo
and interest, you can either work the book through from cover to cover or just reac
about selected topics. o 4 :
We utilize user-friendly, easy-to-understand language, avoiding excessive technical
terminology. :

Information is presented in lesson format: most lessons are short, helping to make the
material manageable.

Numerous exercises allow you to test yourself after new informat ion is presented; the
exercises gradually incorporate more knowledge wh ile buildingon prior information.
Each exercise hasasample item done for you, to help you with the exercise.

Each exercise is separated into two parts: Getting started and More practice.With each
Getting started part, we provide a page reference to the answers, so you'll immediately
know whetherornotvou'reontheright track. For More practice items, answersare pro-
vided on the accompanying website.

[nadditiontoexercises, each lesson contains easy to find Quick tips. These providecon-
venient “tricks” to help you master the material or highlight the main concepts ineach
lesson.

We've also included short sections called To enhance your understanding. These sec-
tions are intended for those of you who are interested in more than basic information.
These sections can easily be skipped by beginners; they're not necessary for under-
standingany material later on in the book.

Fhroughout the text, ungrammatical sentences are identified with an asterisk (*)at the
beginning.

How is this book organized?

Thebook has three parts: i i ; :
'he book has Un eeparts: Part [deals with types of words, Part [1 with types of phrases,
and Part I1T with typesofsentences.

Eachpartisdivided into units and each unit is subc
Each lesson ¢ ains ¢ Tes

o 1 contains ample Test yourself exercises. Each exercise has ten questions,
Withanswer keys provided at the endofeach unit
Areview matching exer

livided into related lessons.

and on the accompanying website.
rkey isincluded at the end of each part.
achunitare provided on the companion website.
end of the book contains a list of all Quick tips, a detailed glos-

- cise with an answe
Additional review exercisesfore
For easy reference, the
sary,and an index.

Website: www. cambridge.org/altenberg-vago




PART I: KINDS OF WORDS

Do voushudder when you hear the words noun or verb? Don't worry — youalready know all
about word categories, also known as parts of speech, though you may not think vou do.
You know, for example, that you can say the idea and the boy but not *the about or *happy
the. (As stated in the How to use this book section, an asterisk [*] is used to indicate that
something is ungrammatical.) That is, you know that some words can go in some places
in 2 sentence and others can’t. Aword category, or part of speech, isjust a name given toa

aroup of words that have something in common, such as where they can go in a sentence.
Part  gives you a quick and easy guide to basic word categories.




Lesson 1: ldentifying nouns

Nouns are commonly defined as words that refer to a person, place, thing, or idea.
How can you identify a noun?

If you can put the word the in front of a word and it sounds like a unit, the word
IS @ noun.

For example, the boy sounds like a unit, so boy is a noun. The chair sounds like a unit, so
chair is a noun. Compare these nouns to *the very, *the walked, *the because. Very, walked,
and because are not nouns. While you can easily put the and very together (for example,
the very tall boy), the very, by itself, does not work as a unit while the chair does. So, chair is
a noun: very is not. (There is one kind of noun that cannot always have the in front of it;

see Lesson 6 later in thisunit.)

Test yourself 1.1 . LELE B EL iislEEan
Which of the following words are nouns? See if they sound like a unit when you put them here:
Check the appropriate column.
Noun Nota noun
Sample: always R
Getting started (answerson p-20) More practice (answers on the website)

6. slowly

7. factory

2. when

sads 8. ticket
o s 9. boxes
1. ',,'Ll“ﬁ
) 3 10. almost e £
5. said

s T
i = d e e SR

Test yourself 1.2

" Underline the nouns in these phrases. Test each word to see if it sounds like a unit whenyou put it

here: the ————
Sample:allmy i'_}iio_lycl_s:
Getting started (answersonp. 20)

1 iter 4. many digital photos
1. vourrec sSweé .
t 5. hisvery interesting article
2. those boxes

). afewmen







Lesson 2: Concrete and abstract nouns

IL»n ’s an unusual sentence: He smelled the marriage. What makes this sentence unusual is
that we don’t generally think of the noun marriage as something that can be smelled. Some
nouns are concrete: they can be perceived by our senses - they are things that we can see,
hear, smell, taste, or touch. Those nounsthatare not concrete are abstract. Marriageissome-
thine abstract, soit’s odd to say it’sbeing perceived by one of our senses, our sense o-fsmpll.

The nouns in Lesson 1 were all concrete nouns. Other nouns, such as marriage, are
abstract: this means that they refer to things that you cannot perceive with your senses,
things vou cannot see, smell, feel. taste, or touch. Here are some more concrete and
abstract nouns:

Concrete Abstract
newspaper love
heel honesty
cglass culture
jewelry mind

Concrete nouns refer to things we can perceive with one of our senses. Abstract nouns
cannot be perceived by our senses.

. Test yourself 2.1
Decide ifeach noun is concrete or abstract.
Sample: discussion abstract

% Gett ing started (answers onp.-20) More practice(answerson the website)

1. muffin 6. friend

2. violin 7. friendliness

3. freedom g. economics

1. elegance 9. dormitory

5. train 10, capitalism

i

w Bl

Test yourself 2.2
which of the following words are noun
__Thenouns willallbe abstractnou

s? See if they sound like a unit when you put them here:

the ns. Check the appropriate column.

Noun Not anoun
*®

Sample: confusion




etting started (answ

L. jumped
appropriate

3. popularity

L. emotions

9. real

Test yourself 2.4
Which of the follow iy

appropriate columy

Noun
Sample: while

1g Words

Not g noun
X

arenouns? Ty

Vore practice

More practice




Lesson 2: Concrete and abstract nouns

Getting started (answers ;
£ 1swersonp. 21) More practice (answers on the website)
1. repair
6. obstruction
. intelligence 7. pounds

e . R 8. disgraceful

skis ) R 9, complicated
us ) } e 10. since
Test yourself 2.5 PSRRI :

U'nderline the nouns in the sentences below. In this exercise, the nouns willall have the or hisinfront
f them. Some will be concrete and some will be abstract. Some sentences have more than one noun.
Sample: His answer wasn't helpful.

Getting started (answersonp. 21) More practice (answers on the website)
|. She read the play overagain. 6. The glitteratialwayslike to follow the
fashion of the day.

The actions became monotonous.

o ; . . ; : 7. They will repair hisstove
He felt that his marriage, his relationship They will repair his stove.

with her, was strong. 8. The arrangement was good for all of them.
I'he time had finally come to confessthe 9. The audience stared at the screen,

truth. fascinated by the action they were seeing.
He's the boy who delivers the paper. 10. The definition was inhis dictionary.

The nouns are underlined in the following sentences:

4. Thisauthorlives with her husband.

5. Domost ﬁgflpi_e proceed contentedly through life?

6. Your phn_tograph of thatchild sleeping won you aprize.
orhis are waystotesta word to
ont of it in every sentence.

Asyoucansee from these sentences, while the
<ee if it’s a noun, a noun doesn’t necessarily have theorhisinfr
Since we can say the author, the husband, the people, his life, the photograph, his child, and

hisprize.the underlined words in sentences 4-6are eachnouns.

'- L s P

Test yourself 2.6

[nderline the nouns in the sentences below. In this exercise, the nouns will not all have the or his
L & = -

in front of them. Just testeach word to see ifit canbeanoun.

Sample Thvr@pzm'ofnwc;l_m;e_rawent smoothly.

Getting started (answersonp. 21) More practice (answerson the website)
I te every word of the letter 6. Agroup ofthree generals sent the troopsaway.

wroteever} i
i ] o'l desk.
9 Thehouse was near the city. 7 The flag was near your

3 Whydid he geton an elevator? 8. My mother acted in aplay.

hel ny phone 9. Hecalled the house everyday.

1. Shehasmy - ‘

r brother was busy 10. Youhave to give her salary and benefits.
ger 2 Was sy.

5. Your youn







Lesson 3: Singular and plural nouns

What’ »differ / ¥
: S 1l.ht. difference between cat and cats? The noun cat is used when it refers to only one
cat; its form is si ¥ ats i i ;
[ _ orm is singular. The noun cats is used when it represents more than one cat; its
ormis ral. T i c { -
) E‘-‘- plur .::llA Thus, the singular and plural forms tell us about number. Below are some
nouns in their singular and plural forms.

Singular Plural

box boxes

bed beds

kite kites

day days

country countries
man men

child children

-~ Test yourself 3.1 SpIIETRR IR PRI AR

derline each noun in the sentences below and indicate whether it is singular (SG) or plural (PL).

here mayv be more than onenoun in a sentence.
wple: They used hvrcmnﬁpu_tpr(SG)to download the files (PL).

Getting started (answers onp. 21) More practice(answers on the website)

He had a few good ideas. 6. Sharkslive inwater.

I'he bovsspokeina quiet whisper. 7. Yesterday, Icaught abigtrout.

['he tourists greeted the queen with attitudes 8. Therearemany beautiful homeson this block.

ofrespect 9. Visitors to this country must obtain visas.
1. My neighborisa neurologist. 10. His cousin fought in a brutal battle to free
The exterminator found bugs inthe office. ninety hostages.

5

Regular and irreqular plurals
wg¥tit, as in hooks; thesenounsare called regu-

Usually, we pluralizea noun byaddingan
r ways; these nounsare called

lar. Therearea handful of nouns that are pluralized in othe
irregular.

[rregular nour ys. Here are some common patterns:

1s formtheir plural in different wa
o avowel: man/mern, for example

1. changing
9 adding “ren”or sen™ child/children, for example
3. adding nmhing:ﬁsh/ﬁsh, for example

_ changing “f”to «y”and then adding «g: knife/knives, for example

1N

Test yourself 3.2 eEpai s
Underline each plural noun in the sentences below and indicate if it is regular (REG) or irregular

15 of how it is pluralized.
ationatsome exclusive sgh_ooﬁls (REG).

(IRREG) in tern
(IRREG) received their educ

gample: The women
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ugh

53y each word in C

won't work.)

(Symbals in square bra

column B out loud,
not adding an [s] sot

(If English js not you

Itturns oyt that we

sound, and not /ette

YOU say and holqg al

Liof 5
sounds (voiced S0uUnc

Try this: hold your ha

I Native |

nd touching
v] sound ([v

INd to ¢ 1CHN W

learned w

More practice

tanding

with
WILI

vV N 'We wi
regular n
IQ.}JM_"H‘]-}'\

your thy




Lesson 3: Singular and plural nouns

=

e e s e,

Other sounds (voiceless sounds) are made with our vocal cords not vibrating. Now touch
your hand to your throat again and this time say and hold an [f] sound ([fffff...]); you will
notice the lack of vibration. a - :

So hqw do we know whether to say the plural with an [s] or [z] sound? If the last sound of
a word_ is a voiceless sound, we add an [s] sound to make it plural. If the last sound of a word
Is a voiced sound, we add a [z] sound to make it plural. This is not a rule that someone has
ever taught us, but part of our unconscious knowledge of English.

Notice that having an [s] sound after voiceless sounds makes sense: [s] itself is voiceless.
By the same reasoning, having a [z] after voiced sounds also makes sense: [z] itself is
voiced. So what you can see is that the last sound of the noun and the sound of the reqular
plural share the same voicing characteristic: either the vocal cords vibrate for both sounds,
or they don’t. . :

You may have noticed that there’s actually a third type of regular noun. Say the following
words out loud, adding the plural ending to each:

glass  garage
maze church
wish  judge

These words all already end in sounds (again, not letters) that are either [s] or [z] or sounds
very similar to them. They are all “noisy” sounds. For the plural forms of these words, we
add a vowel sound (written with the letter e) followed by a [z] sound (but written with the
letter s): glasses, mazes, wishes, garages, churches, judges. If you think about it, pronounc-
ing a vowel between the noisy sound at the end of the noun and the noisy sound [z] of the
plural makes sense: without that vowel, we would have two noisy sounds in a row,
something that would be harder for the listener to hear clearly.

Wow! You may want to just pause for a moment here and contemplate the complexity of
what you know about your language. And you knew how to do this before you even went
to kindergarten! You just haven’t known that you know it.

Hi




Lesson 4: Animate and inanimate nouns

Take a look at the following sentence:

1. The postcard saw the mailman. _ . B N
What's strange about this sentence? What's strange lf\ that we don rlu\;n-c t a post
which is not alive, to be able to see something; only things [-h:'l[ are alive have the ability
to see. Nouns that refer to things that are alive are called animate, while nouns that

i e Ci 1 inanim: ‘ostecard is : nanimate noun and
to things that are not alive are called inanimate. Posfcard is an i ) )

usingitasananimate one makes fora very unusual sentence.

ktin 41

e e

Animate nouns refer to things that are alive; inanimate nouns refer to things that are
not alive.

Test yourself 4.1 = = W

Decide if each noun is animate or inanimate.
Sample:apple inanimate

Getting started (answers on p.21) More practice (answers on the website)

1. word ————— 6. criminal

5 Ty . - ;
2. lizard 7. furniture

3. glasses A st A 8. doctor

1. calendar e 9. mouse

5. baby 10. truck

Now take alook at the 1‘()}1(}wins.{
2. The dog wrote abest-se
Again, there's some

sentence:
lling novel.
thing strange here, We
type of animate noun hz
ype nas the ‘
. - abest-selling novel: a t : 1. The follow

‘ e ! g g :a human noun. The follow
Ing sentence is fine, sine her is

€, since teacher is g human animate noun: My teacher wrote a best-selling

novel. On he th Ihdn Sin C nar {
10D¢ Othe d Ince d()”]
2 S I’]Unhll[
£ 1 lanima

: Know that dog is animate. However, only a special
ability to write

noun, sentence 2 does not sound

T'o summarize: nouns may he
Inanimate (pusrcard).

Test yourself 4.2 1o

hum: imate : /
AN animate (teacher), nonhuman animate (dog), o

Decide ifeach noun isa

: nimate or inanim
Sample: chair

. ate.Ifanoun is anjms ide if it i
inanimate ISsanimate, decide if it is human or nonhu

12




—

Lesson 4: Animate and inanimate nouns

Getting started (answers on p.21) More practice(answers on the website)
1. dinner T e 6. tablecloth

2. pet e 7. recipes

3. friend e 8. assassin

4. child et 9. shark

5. spider em— 10. freedom

e




UNIT 7: PRONOUNS

Getting started (answers onp. 99)

1. John was aperson who always pushed
himself to the limit.

2. Watch yourself!

We prided ourselves on being silly.

1. The directors of that company can blame no
one but themselves

ful writer someday.

5. Iseemyselfasasuct

Test yourself 22.2

-

Underline the refle»

reflexive, subject, or

Sample: Greta’s perseverance

aq

Getting started (answers on p.

1. Thave foundthaticandoit whenthe room is

quiet.

sed herselfin

He noticed that she often imme

abook.
3. Wehave known her for yvears.

4. Some gueststold usthat they forced
themselvestogetupat6.a.m.

5. Youdon't need to explainyourselfto me.

86

ox ive, subject, and object pronouns in each of the

More practice(answer

6. All of yvoushould be

‘.

8. Iwish my car starte

winter.

9. Would everyone i1
himself?
10. You should take betten

ct. Some sentences will have more than one pror

benefitted both herself and the rest of the

More practice(answ

6. Mr. Ballantine

7. If youwantto l«

8. Whoamong usw
another year of

9. Jay's wife promi
again

10. !\‘1‘!‘![‘\_]\'1'1\{u!f::

don’t vyou agree”?

Rosannatreated hers




Lesson 5: Count and noncount nouns

follawing

- 1 . <y }
1 ‘o th: L (
sta closerloc I MU f.l'fp'N/ Not it dl Vv 11 ay
- I Kk hen
L stak
he ha aha I(I hd l[_l“‘-
= t S i - 1t e ' ime pattern
Here are some o her nouns which demort rat hes I I
C =3 E I I

the store a store stores
the idea an idea ideas

thetissue atissue tissues

a1y <Y h urnitur B
yun furniture. As with hand, we can sav the fu :
Let’scompare hand to the noun furniture.

3 ‘A ar > e uns which demot
't say *a furniture or *furnitures. Here are some other nouns ich
€3 5i 5 3] il
same pattern asfurniture:
the dust *a dust *dusts

*energies

theenergy *an energy

thebiology  *abiology biologies

Thus, there are some nouns that can be counted, and so we can use g oran w h

can alsomake them plural. These nounsare called, appropriately, count nouns. Hand
countnoun. So are store, idea, and tissue.
| s ] notuseaoranwit
There are other nouns that typically are not counted. and so we don 1

them and do not typically make them plural. These nouns ar
nhoncountnouns. (Another name for a noncountnoun is a mass noun.) Furnitureisa
countnoun. So are dust, energy, and biology:.

Youmay well be sayingtovourself “ Waita minute. I can ¢ ount furniture
thing like: three couches and three chairs make
youd be right. But noticethat in thissentence, the
ral, but not the word furniture. And the
word furniture.

A i nf
S1X pleces of furniture And of
words couch and chair can be mad

word piece can be nade plural, but, ag

If you can pluralize 3 noun in a sentence. it js functioning as a count noun.

Note that g noun is considered to pe
it's not plural in g particular
a count noun because
meaning,

a count noun 1
sentence. Thus,
one could pluralize

It can be made pl
In the sentence I are

I f ki
a cooxie, ( :

It to cookies without chans

¥ Test yourself 5.1

For each underlineqd noun in the Sentences below
the plural test to help

indicate if it is count (C) or noncount (NC). Us
vou.

14
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Lesson 5: Count and noncount nouns

Sample: Her hairstyle (C) clearly revealed her face.

IGetting s : 7ers :
VG g started (answers on p. 22) More practice (answers on the website)

]]u-: lights ( )of the city ( ) 6. The police( )willbe here in amoment
twinkled. "
7. Heleaned on the handle( yand cursed.

2. Iloveeatingrice( )
8. I'wassothirsty, I needed three glasses

3. Hisanger( )wasbarely under ( yof water ( )
control. Nk

_ 9. How much money ( ydoyvoumake in
1. Her job( ywasratherdemanding. an hour( )?
5. Many typesofinformation ( )are 10. By 11r.m., the train-station ( )ywas
available at the library ( ). nearly empty.

There is also another good way to decide if a noun is count or noncount. Take a look at the
use of the words much and many in the following sentences.

1. He has many children.
. That man has many interests.

B

3. That will take too much time.
4. They have manylights on inthe house.
5. We have much furniture in our store.
6. I wonder how much wealth is in Silicon Valley.
As you may have noticed, many is used with count nouns, much is used with noncount

nouns.

Quick tip 5.2

If you can use many with a noun (when it is pluralized), it’s a count noun. If you can use
much with a noun, it’s a noncount noun.

And we have still another way to distinguish count from noncount nouns:
7. He has fewer children thanIdo.
8. That man has fewer interests than he used to.
9. That will take less time thanIthought.
10. The,\_'havef{)w;}rlights on in the house.
11. We have less furniture inour store.
12. Tdon't have less money in my purse thanyou have.
As you've probably ﬁgﬁt'éd out from these examples, we use fewer with count nouns and

less with noncount nouns.

Quick tip 5.3

If you can use fewer with a noun
with a noun, it's a noncount noun.

(whenitis pluralized), it's a count noun. If you can use less

15
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Lesson 5: Count and noncount nouns

16¢.
17a.

17b.

17¢.

The milk that is the healthiest is nonfat milk. (milk used as count noun)

A plentiful supply of water is important for a community’s survival. (water used
as noncount noun)

There are different kinds of gourmet waters on the market these days. (waters
used as count noun)

The water | usually order in restaurants is imported. (water used as count noun)

17
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Lesson 6: Proper and common nouns

To enhance your understanding
In Lesson 1 we said that words that can have the in front of them and sound like a complete
unit are nouns. That still works. The reverse, however, is not true: not all proper nouns can

have the in front of them. Compare the following proper nouns. Those on the left use the;
those on the right do not.

5. a. The United States Great Britain
The Netherlands France
b. The Holy See Holy Cross University
¢. The Jolly Green Giant Big Foot
d. The Bronx Manhattan

Most proper nouns don’t use the - just think of the names of people you know. Those few
cases where a proper noun does use the are exceptions; we memorize those.

19
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Answer keys: Unit 1

Test yourself 2.4

Noun Not a noun
1. repair X
2. intelligence X
3.2 T
{. skis > ST - .

Test yourself 2.5

l. She read the play overagain.

2. The actions became monotonous.

3. Hefelt that hismarriage, his relationship with her, was strong.
The time had finally come to confess the truth.
He'sthe boy who delivers the paper.

Test yourself 2.6

1. wroteevery word of the letter.
2. The house was near the city.

3. Whydid he getonan (’lthﬁ?
1. She has my phone.

5. Your vounger brother was busy.

Test yourself 3.1

1. He had afew good ideas (PL).

2. The boys (PL)spoke in a quiet whisper (§G).

3. The tourists (PL) greeted the queen (SG) with attitudes (PL) of respect (SG).
{. My neighbor (SG) is a neurologist (SG).

5. The exterminator (SG) found bugs (PL) in the office (SG).

Test yourself 3.2

1. The doctor treated most of the patients( REG)who were waiting.

2. The geese (IRREG) crossed the road near my car.

3. Shesetatrap tocatch the mice (IRREG) that had invaded her kitchen.

You will have to feed the oxen (IRREG) most afternoons (REG).
(IRREG), ducks (REG), deer (IRREG), and

5. WheneverItravel to the countryside, I see many sheep

cows(REG).

Test yourself 4.1

1. word inanimate
2. lizard animate
3, glasses inanimate
{. calendar inanimate
5. baby animate

Test yourself 4.2

1. dinner inanimate
2. pet nonhuman animate
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Lesson 7: Identifying verbs

What's averb? Verbs are words that usually express an action. Here are two easy ways to
identify a verb; youcan use eitherone.

If a word can have should in front of it and the phrase sounds complete, the word is a
verb. Examples: should leave, should sail, should discover, should complain. Leave, sail,
discover, and complain are all verbs.

If a word can have fo in front of it and the phrase sounds complete, it's a verb. Examples: to
leave, to sail, to discover, to complain. Leave, sail, discover, and complain are all verbs.
(Note that we’re not talking here about two, too, or the fo that indicates direction, as in
Let’s go to the park.)

Here are some examples of verbs. You can see that they all meet the test with should and
the test with to.

J 20: should go to go '
tell: should tell totell
disagree: should disagree todisagree
spell: should spell to spell

In contrast, the following words do not pass the should or fo test:

(c‘uﬁ‘oe: *should coffee *to coffee

| beautiful: *should beautiful *to beautiful
hardly: *should hardly *to hardly
under: *should under *tounder

Thus, coffee, beautiful, hardly, and under are not verbs.

JTest yourself 7.1

Which of the following words are verbs? See if they sound like a complete unit when you put the

word here:should ______orto______. Check the appropriate column.
Verb Not averb
Sample: characteristic i X
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More practice (answi nthew
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Lesson 8: The verb base

Sometimes a verb changes its form. Let’s look at the following sentences. The verb is
underlined in each one.

1. Johnshould study.

2. Johnstudied.

3. Johnisstudying.

4. Johnstudies.
You certainly can't say, *John should studied, or John to studied, so how do we know that
studied is averb? To test the word, you have to see if it can follow should or to in a different
form, not necessarily in the form that you see in a particular sentence. For example, if
yvou see John studied, ask yourself if there’s a different form of studied that can follow
should or to. In this case there is: John should study orJohn decided to study. So study and
all its forms are verbs. The form of the verb that follows should or fo is called the base
form or infinitive form. The term infinitive is used to refer either to the base form alone
(for example, study), or to the to + base form (for example, fo study).

Let’sputeach of these verbs into its base form. The base form is underlined.

5. working: (should, to) work

6. believed:(should, to) believe

7. written: (should, to) write

8. wore:(should, to) wear

9. throws: (should, to) throw

“Test yourself 8.1
Put each of the verbs below into its base form. Simply find the form that follows should or to.
Sample: grew: grow

J Getting started (answersonp. 41) More practice(answerson the website)

1. wrote: 6. investigates:

2. talking: 7. spoken:

3. thought: 8. married:

i rides:
1. considered: 9. decide

5. seen: 10. found:

“Test yourself 8.2

Which of the following wordsare verbs? Youmay :
alsothat averbusually indicatesan action.

have to put some into their base form inordertobe
sure. Remember
Verb Notaverb

Sample: flew i
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Lesson 9: Action verbs and linking verbs

The verbs we have looked at so far, such as go, sing, and revise, all indicate actions. In fact,
they're called action verbs. However, there are other verbs which don't indicate actions.
These are most commonly called linking verbs. One example of such a verb is the word
seem, as in the sentences, You seem tired, They've seemed busy lately. Don’t worry, though:
seem still follows our should or to rules: Harry should seem surprised at times; You don’t
want to seem arrogant, do you? So even though seern isn't indicating an action, it’s easy to
identify it as a verb. Other examples of linking verbs are resemble and become. Linking
verbs express a relationship between the noun or pronoun that comes before the linking
verb and whatever follows it. (For pronouns, see Unit 7.)

© Test yourself 9.1

Which of the following words are verbs? See if each sounds like a complete unit when you put the
word here: should . Check the appropriate column. All the verbs will be linking
verbs, You may have to put some in their base form to be sure.

or fo

Verb Notaverb
Sample: appear X
¥ Getting started (answersonp.42) More practice (answers on the website)

1. tasted 6. look

2. friendly - - 7. huge

3. shady ) 8. seven

1. be : 9. ocean

5. got o R 10. sound

1 Test yourself 9.2

Underline the verbs in these sentences. Test each word to see if it sounds like a complete unit when
. All the verbs will be linking verbs. You may have to

C

vou put the word here: should orto
putsome in their base formto be sure.

Sample: She looked happy.

\J Getting started (answersonp. 42) More practice (answers on the website)
1. Barry will feel awful about it. 6. The final exam proved difficult.
2. Melissaresembles her mother. 7. Thatdinner smells so good!
3. Zack sounded extremely 8. The firefighters remain at the station all
angry. nightlong.
4, The fish tasted undercooked. 9. They stayed indoors throughout their ordeal.

. By noon the weather turned nice.

5. Youwere not home early.
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Lesson 9: Action verbs and linking verbs

Getting started (answerson p.42) More practice (answers on the website)

1. They're usually home by now. 6. I'think she’s my husband’s new boss.

2. Are you worried about 7. The tyrant will certainly be accused of
anything? crimes against humanity.

3. Theard that theflight waslate. 8. You'reareal good friend.

1. We're honored by your presence. 9. I'mafraid totell you the truth.

5. It's too bad that the Yankees lost last 10. It has been far too long since we last saw
night. each other.

lest yourself 9.5

Which of these words is a verb? See if it sounds like a complete unit when you put the word here:
should or to . Check the appropriate column. Some of the verbs are linking verbs and

someare action verbs. All the verbs will be in their base forms.

Verb Notaverb
Sample: run X
¢Getting started (answerson p.42) More practice (answers on the website)
I. resemble 6. although
2. become 7. search
3. this L e 8. grow
. be it e 9. without
5. new — 10. really

v Test yourself 9.6
Which of these words is a verb? You may have to put some in their base forms in order to be sure.
Someare linking verbs.

Verb Notaverb
Sample:orange i
[ Getting started (answers on p. 42) More practice (answers on the website)
1. appeared e 6. did
2. attends NS 7. you
3. whenever e ‘ 8. living
4. was o) ) 9. completes
5. heard . . ) 10. eraser

Y Test yourself 9.7
Underline the verb in each of the following sentences. You may have to put some in their base forms
and test each word with should or to in order to be sure of your answer. Each sentence has only one
verb.The verbs in this exercise areall action verbs.
Sample: He bakes cookies for his son’s birthday.
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UNIT 2: VERBS
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7 Test yourself 9.8

{ ' have i1t some in their base forms
Identify the verb in each of the following Senten(tvs.'mu'11‘121_\ '}T.i\:'\lj.'!;ll}. ) r e o =
and tv.s_l each word with should or to in order to b-e sure i-ﬂ _\-I-JU ll 1 I.] ..l»h :
verb.The verbs in this exercise will be either action orlinking verbs.
Sample: Bridget spent hours in the dusty old bookstore.

lce (answers on the website)
¥ Getting started (answers onp.43) More practice(answerson

1. That was the best meal in the world. 6. Itseemed late

2. Tunderstand your point. 7. Johnny packed all

3. Maybe they know each other well. 8. Motherisalwavsright about that

4. SheisfromWisconsin. 9. She wentdown tothe basement

5. '[‘Imsu[ln\\-’t\]‘smne]lhoavenly. 10. Ifelt wonderful about mv decision

How canyoudetermine ifaverb isbeing used asan action verb or a linking verb? There
are a number of differences between them. One
equalsign (=). Forexample:

12. Harry resembles his brother.
Harry =hisbrother.
13. Youare bored.
You =bored,
14. That strange looking vegetable tastes awful.

That strange looking vegetable = awfuyl.
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Lesson 9: Action verbs and linking verbs

17. Although in his eighties, he remains youthful-looking.
Although in his eighties, he is youthful-looking.
Thus, became, look, and remains are being used as linking verbs in these sentences.
Remember that be and its forms can also be used as linking verbs. While Quick tip 9.2
below isn’t foolproof, it will usually help you identify whether a verb is an action or link-

ingverb.

If you can substitute a form of be for a verb and the meaning of the sentence is basically
the same, the verb is probably being used as a linking verb. The verb be and its forms
are also linking verbs.

Another way to identify a linking verb is to see if you can substitute a form of the word
seem for it, and leave the meaning basically the same. For example, in the sentence, The
hot shower felt soothing, we can substitute a form of seem for feit, and leave the sentence
largely unchanged: The hot shower seemed soothing. Note the following examples:

18a. Afterawhile, the hotel becamedingy.

18b. Afterawhile, the hotel seemeddingy.

19a. Annie andJaninelook surprised.

19b. AnnieandJanine seem surprised.

20a. Although in hiseighties, heremains youthful-looking.

20b. Although in hiseighties, he seems youthful-looking.
Thus, became, ook, and remains are being used aslinking verbs in these sentences. Again,
while Quick tip 9.3 below also isn’t foolproof, it will help you identify whether a verbisan
actionorlinking verb.

If you can substitute a form of seem for a verb and the meaning of the sentence is basically
the same, the verb is probably being used as a linking verb.

Test yourself 9.9

Decide ifthe underlined verbs in the sentences below are action orlinking verbs. In this exercise, if
it'saformofbe, it'sbeing used as a linking verb. If it's not a form of be, use the be or seem substitution
teststosee if the verbisbeing used as alinking verb.

Action Linking

Sample: She laughed at all his jokes. L.

Getting started (answersonp.43)

1

2

3
4

. Thatdogbarksalot.

- The Czar wasaperson of highrank.

. Mr. Kelly watched the traffic below his window.

. Youhave 139@_11_ aterrific friend tome over the years.

5. Tlove the way the pillows feel so cozy in this hotel.
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UNIT 2: VERBS

More practice(answerson the website)
6. Jimmy isalways eager toanswerany guestions.

7. Findinga healthy meal on the menu provedeasy. .

8. He'snot assmart as heled me tobelieve.

9. We could hear the neighbors arguing for hours.

10. That sounds good to me.

Test yourself 9.10

Underline the verb in each sentence below and decide if it’s being used as an action or linking verh.
Inthis exercise, ifthe verbisaform of be, it'sbeing used asalinking verb. If it's not a form of be, use

the be or seem substitution teststosee if the verbisbeingusedasalinking verb
Action Linking

Sample: The policeman gavehim a ticket. _—
Getting started (answers onp. 43)
1. They became best friends.
2. Itisnot nearly the same as mine.
3. Unfortunately, I forgot yourbirthday this year.
4. I'went to the cornerbakery.
5. Mark remainsalegend to this day.
More practice (answers on the website)
6. Trigonometry bores me.
7. Babies often get hungry.
8. NoonegotaCon the midterm exam.
9. It'smuch ado about nothing.

10. He made such afuss over aminormistake,

Hopefully yvou now have a good sense of the difference betwes

At
verbs. However, there aresome verbs th

_ atcan be used aseithe;
verb, depending on the sentence that it's

tences with feel:
21. Mary felt tired.
22. Mary {(}_]t(hosofmossut'the material.

In sentence 21, felt is being used as 4 linking verh. Note that Mary -
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Lesson 9: Action verbs and linking verbs

Hereare afew more examples:
23. Thedinner at that restaurant tasted delicious. (linking verb)

(*Iwasthesoup.)
25. The flowers smelled heavenly. (linking verb)
(The flowers are heavenly.)
26. Shesmelled the fire before she saw it. (action verb)

(*She was the fire before she saw it.)

7 Test yourself 9.11 I — > PN
Underline the verb in each sentence below and decide if it’s being used asan action orlinking verb.
Action Linking
Sample: The crowd grew angry. iy e

| Getting started (answersonp.43)
1. Hegrew potatoeson hisfarm.
2. Ilooked at the mess all around me.
3. Stephenlookshappy today.
4. Inreality, exceptionsrarely prove the rule.
5. Learning the rule proved difficult.
More practice (answers on the website)
6. Igotnervous before my blood test.
7. Igotaspasminmyarm.

8. The idea ofhavinga pizza sounds real good.

9. Lastnight a burglar sounded the alarm.

p—

0. Yourarely become a star overnight.

To enhance your understanding
Another important difference between action and linking verbs is that a linking verb can be
followed by just an adjective, while an action verb cannot:

27. She is tired. (Tired is an adjective.)

28. The Fﬁayor looked victorious. (Victorious is an adjective.)

29. “She washed tired.

30. "The mayor voted victorious. -
As you can see, is and looked are linking verbs in these sentences; washed and voted are
action verbs. However, since we haven't yet talked about adjectives (see Lesson 16), just

keep this in mind as another difference between the two types of verbs.
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UNIT 2: VI RBS

nhance your understanding
compare the following two senfences:
31a. She looked careful. (careful is an adjective)
31b. She looked carefully. (carefully is an adverb)
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Lesson 10: Transitive and intransitive verbs

Takealook at the following questions, each with an action verb.

1. What did you write?

2. Whodid youannoy?

3. Whatdid you throw?
These are all perfectly fine questions and easy to answer, e.g. I wrote a letter, [annoyed my
neighbor, I'threw a ball.

Now compare the first group of questions to the next group, each of which also has an
actionverb.

4. *What did you sleep?

5. *What did you die?

6. *Who did you arrive?
These questions are all strange and can’t really be answered. That’s because the verbs in
this second group are verbs that donot acton anything.

Thus, you can see that there are two kinds of verbs. One kind, such as write, annoy, and
throw, acts upon something. The noun (or noun phrase; see Lesson 28) that the verb acts
upon is called the direct object of the sentence. (You'll learn more about direct objects in
Lesson 39.) Those verbs that act on something are called transitive verbs. Typically, in
statements, a transitive verb is followed by the noun (or noun phrase) that it is acting upon.

Other verbs, such as sleep, die, and arrive, donot act upon something. Infact, these verbs
can’t have a direct object. Notice that you can’t say, for example: *I usually sleep the dog,
*They'll arrive the book.Those verbs that do not act on something and appear in sentences
thatdonot have adirect object are called intransitive verbs.

Quick tip 10.1

Action verbs that act upon something are called transitive verbs. Action verbs that do not
act upon something are called intransitive verbs.

Quick tip 10.2

If a verb (in any of its forms) can be put in one of the following slots, itis transitive: (a) What
did you ? (b) Who did you ? If a verb cannot be put in one of these slots, it is

intransitive.

So, which of the following verbs are transitive and which intransitive?
7. What did youdiscover?
8. *What did you struggle?
9. Whodid youmeet?
10. *What did you laugh?
Since sentences 7and 9 af‘e fine questions, discover and meet are transitive verbs. Since sen-
tences 8 and 10 are not acceptable questions, struggle and laugh are intransitive verbs. Note
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Lesson 10: Transitive and intransitive verbs

You can see that there are verbs, such as eat, dance, and leave, that can be used as either
transitive or intransitive verbs.

Quick tip 10.5

Some verbs can be either transitive or transitive. These can occur in both of the following
slots: (a) He something / someone. (b) He

¢/ Test yourself 10.2 : !
Decide if each of the verbs below is transitive, intransitive, or either. Use Quick tips 10.2,10.3,10.4,
and 10.5 to help you decide.

Transitive Intransitive Either
Sample: play e . .-
g Getting started (answersonp.44) More practice (answers on the website)
1. beat . 6. seek
2. cough e e 7. fight
3. relax S S 8. profit
4. drive _. S : 9. mention
5. entertain 10. paint
v Test yourself 10.3 5 i

In the sentences below, decide if the underlined verb is being used as a transitive or intransitive
verb. Use Quick tips 9.2 and 9.3 to help you decide.
Transitive Intransitive
Sample: They played in the park. o X
¥ Getting started (answers on p. 44)

1. Gregopened the newspaper.

2. Icanread itlater.

3. Don’t worry!
4. OnSundays, Iusually stay at home.
5. Itsadvisable to washyour handsbeforeeating.
More practice (answers on the website)

6. Samantha can bake atany time of the day.

7. WhenT'mtired, I complain.

8. Sheended the conversation.

9. The athlete hit the ball.

0. My doglicked my face playfully.
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Llesson 11: Phrasal verbs

some are phrasal: they contain two words. In p}

ingle words,

o verb and the second word is called a particle. Here are gop,
4 a el aifl LI £
. St 1sal verbs underlined:
e ead he answer.
villiust drop off the files.
rofessor pointed out the correct answer.
nine ofaphrasal verbisoftensimilartothe meaningofasingle vert
161 to UL S AL
yokedup the answer.
the answel
il ' ‘!'J|'|:“(;‘-‘?il"“‘
liver the files.
- rofessor pointed out the correct answer
dentified the correct answei
U C: ) rb for a verb and the word following it, you probably have a
1l v ( an say, She pointed out the truth to us or She showed the
0 U nt ¢ | verb.
A so still identify phrasal verbs using our to r should L
< up should look uj
nup should war nup
0 point out should point out
Test yourself 11.1
the sentences below contains phrasal verb. Underline th phra verb, using the ver
ibstitution f and the a 3’ ]
1 tip and the ro and should tipsto help vou
am;j he lecturer :kHII]W!l‘EII_!.J|]\.\l]L!!fi;“’Ei‘|I\.
Getting Started (answers on p. 44)
He fixed up the lighting i
gnting in the hal l :
ginthe hall. 1. ]\'H[I[.l!‘-_l"-!l\i"Th-"::" 1ge every Monday s
The read over the d¢ )
3 edocumen any time 3 ]
mentmany times, 2. Iwill pay off my morteag: n niteer ’

You dream up the Mmostamazing thines



Lesson 11: Phrasal verbs

More practice(answers on the website)

6. Yesterday, the company’s president handed 9, Itisobviousthat she cooked up the whole
in her resignation. story.
7. Shetook over the entire operation. 10. You bringup an interesting point.

8. Unfortunately, the buyer of my property
blew off the deal.

In many cases, the two parts of a phrasal verb, the verb and its particle, can be
separated:
7. Shelooked the answer up.
8. We will justdrop the files off.
9. The professor pointed the correct answer out.
Even when the two parts are separated, it’s still a phrasal, or multi-word, verb. When you
can separate the two parts in this way, you know that you’ve got a phrasal verb.

" Quick tip 11.2

If you can move a particle away from its verb, you have a phrasal verb. For example, since
you can say both She looked up the answer and She looked the answer up, look up is a
phrasal verb.

Test yourself 11.2 e 153y baw rasTii ey

Underline the phrasal verbs in each of the sentences below. The particle will not necessarily be next
toits verb.
Sample: The students will hand their assignment in tomorrow.

Getting started (answersonp. 44) More practice (answers on the website)

1. Mr. Parker helped out his neighbors. 6. The first member of the relay team passed

2. Youshould call the agency up. off thebaton successfully.

3. Those children put on a show. 7. The herdsman gathered all his sheep in

8. Debbie kept up her grades in graduate

1. What brought thisreaction about?
school.

5. The hurricane tore the roofs of many )
g 9. Itook my glasses off quickly.
houses off.

10. Last month the bank signed the deed over

to me.

In some cases, a particle cannot be separated from its verb:
10. Sheasked for the receptionist.

11. Thelawyer objected to the defendant’s statement.
12. He will look into the judge’s decision.




UNIT 2: VERBS

Inthese cases, you cannotsay:
eceptionist for.

13. *Sheasked ther
endant’s statement to

*The law ver ohjected the det
oe’s decision Into.

15. *He willlook the jut
'\11illillé‘k‘l_‘(_'ilﬂ'w,_\HIIll.’!\i'llrlt‘{“ on

So Quick tip11.21snotu

nd the to and shouldtests

Test yourself 11.3

Some of the sentences one word verb and some contain a pii

the one word verb or pt n each sentence.

Sample: They owed hera 101 0I'N0O

Getting started (answers on p. 44) More practice (answ

catup yourdinner! 6. We ate out last1
T'he girls will put the puzzles away. 7. The show rai
( ndthatco pi 8. The Che 1
! rd yuth for tl ter hotel
The elc v W n Tthe 1S witl = 9. The ;er'].:ir
ficult rhth

rstanding

She looked the

18 She looked it u

. rop off the children. We will iuct d =

We will just drop off them Wen | i Tots I A

18. He pointed out the oth

He pointed out her
As car G i l
} YOU can see, in some cases (t}
verb 10 f y 7 : '
‘| ; the two parts must be separated. A
Where the direct object of the v it the cait

worde: mo 1 vl vV

l...ml, me, you, him, her. it. us them v

earn about these pronouns ir L fog oot
| LESE ) } a

verbs and their varticles in Lec
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questions - Unit 2

Test yourself 7.1
Verb Notaverb
1. defend X ..
2. include e
3. largest b
1. how R S
5. learn L

Test yourself 7.2

1. mustnot worry

2. might keep

3. wish forpeace

4. may sometimes cook
5. will travel

Test yourself 8.1

1. wrote: write

2. talking: talk

3. thought: think

1. considered: consider
5. seen:see

Test yourself 8.2

Verb Nota verb
danced X
sofa

large

L R S R

. gave X

5. stares

Test yourself 8.3

l. The host greeted us cordially.

. Sheshould say that again.
). Jonathan walked over to the car.
i. Hewashesdishesevery evening.
5. Youcan't speak Vietnamese.

Answer keys: Test yourself, Getting started




UNIT 2: VERBS

Test yourself 9.1

Verb
1. tasted %
2. friendly
3. shady o
1. be %

a. got

Test yourself 9.2

1. Barry will feel awful about it.
2. Melissa resembles her mother
3. Zack sounded extremelyangry.
. The fish tasted undercooked.
5. Youwere not home early.

Test yourself 9.3

l. Paulwas in power at that moment.

2. They are absolutely correct in their think
3. Yoursuitcases were in the overhead comp
|. Christina hasbeenwanting to go to Europ

5. What is wrong with being a good student?

Test yourself 9.4

1. They'reusually home by now.

2. Areyouworried aboutanything?
3. Theard that the flight was late.

1. We're honored by your presence.

5. It'stoobad that the Yankeeslost last night.

Test yourself 9.5

Verb
1. resemble *x
2. become X
3. this S
i, be .
5. new

Test yourself 9.6

Verb

1. appeared %

2. attends X
3. whenever

was X

heard

12nt.



Anwser keys: Unit 2

fost yourself 9. 7
The car ~|umnutu[umt1 ol.
pon't tal |k during the mov ie.
The doctor tied a strip of gauze
ent too much money.

|, Maxinesp€
They saw the play last Sunday.

around her hand.

fest yourself 9.8

That was the best meal in the world.
) Iumtvrslundynm'pnint.

Maybe they know each other well.
| She is from Wisconsin.

Those flowers smell heavenly.

Test yourself 9.9

Action
The Czar was a person of high rank. X
That dog barks a lot.
. Mr. Kelly watched the trafficbelow his window. X
x

{. You have been a terrific friend tome over the years
. [love the way the pillows feel so cozy in this hotel.

Test yourself 9.10
Action
['hey became best friends. X
L Itisnotnearly the same as mine. X
Unfortunately, I forgot your birthday this year. X
I Iwent tothe corner bakery,
Mark remains a legend to this day.

Test yourself 9.11 o

& Action

He grew potatoes on hisfarm
- : x

I‘lnnk:-d atthemessall around me
Stephen looks happy today. .

{. Inr i
, eality, »exceptionsrarely prove the rule X
sear mnummulomnvud difficult, |

Test yourself 9.12

I. Theirg;

o uuﬁhmr@np\q@@g\hetm"a;,mmml k
: mgummhmhandb o
T'he pig anist wasdiligent,

|. The

*Younghoy gr 1lt0{ihlqteelh

He
t.|ss|\.tu|1l\;zdh\a_vaiate
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Determiners are words that can occur directly before a noun, tell us a bit more about that
noun, and introduce it. The determiners are underlined in the sentences below, with the
following noun in bold:

1. Imilked the cow.

2. ItisHarry'sturn.

3. Theybought that house.

4, John has more money.
These sentences have examples of the four major types of determiners: articles, posses-
sives, demonstratives, and quantifiers. Generally, a noun will have only one of these
determiner types in front of it. We'll be discussing each of these four types in this unit,
starting with articles, the easiest and most common.
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Lesson 12: Articles

What's the difference between a and an? See if you notice a pattern when you look

at these examples:

ared tablecloth anancient right
asituation an interesting message
aboringlecture anintruder

The articles a and an have the same meaningand use. The only difference between themis
that a is used when the next word begins with a consonant sound, while an is used when
the next word begins with a vowel sound.

To enhance your understanding

What about a uniform and an hour? Do these contradict what we've said about when to use
aand an? It certainly looks like a is being used before a vowel, and an is being used before a
consonant. But in fact, that’s not the case. These phrases follow the rule perfecily.
Remember that a is used when the next word begins with a consonant sound. The first
letter of the next word doesn’t matter; only its first sound matters.

So what's the first sound of the word uniform? Say it out loud and listen carefully. You will
hear that the first sound of the word is the sound [y], as in yes. We really say “y-uniform”
(and also “y-unicorn,” ““y-usual,” etc.). Since “y,” a consonant, is the first sound, we use a
before uniform.

What's the first sound of the word hour? Say the word out loud, and you will notice thatin
fact we don’t pronounce the letter “h.” Rather, hour begins with a vowel sound, as in the
word our, and so we say an hour.

Thus, apparent exceptions, like a uniform and an hour, are not exceptions at all.

Test yourself 12.2

For each sentence, underline each article with a solid line, each noun with a double underline, and
eachverbwitha w Some sentences have more than one article and noun; some have no
article. If you can answer these questions, you have achieved a solid understanding of how to
identify articles, nouns, and verbs, three of the most common parts of speech!

Sample: A pilot spoke to the crew.

Getting started (answersonp.55) More practice(answers on the website)
1. Awaiter walked to the table. 6. The train appeared suddenly.
2. The trainer calmed the dogdown. 7. Diane put the chicken in the salad.
3. Heargued about the bill for hours. 8. The repairman did not finish his job.
4. Tusually eat asandwich and a cookie 9. Childrenlike cake.
forlunch. 10. Nowadays Elenatakes skiinglessonsat
5. She watches TVevery night. least once a week.
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I ac
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h- thic thot
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thir
olf 13
Test yourself
Underline the
Sample: Thos;
Getting started (4 More practic

1. Youcan use this}
2. Those speeches}
3. They don’t Speak
l. Kirsten sold all the

5. Thisside of the Atlanti
familiar tome.

Test yourself 132

Underline 1}uwiv1m'm:m-m in t

Sample: There Wereshops selling 3 v, ¢

Getting started (answers onp. 55)
,Ihn.-,m'm lice

. On topofthe pile of fabrics was asleeping e

9. Thi
2. That leader met with IhL‘J‘t‘hi(i!"l]TN of the 7.
- A [ Nce i, vl
village, S
Il 1
3. Thistaxiig heading toward 5 Izu-gpm”!,m”,, T
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Of th
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”f'-HIn\:‘.,
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Lesson 13: Demonstratives

Test yourself 13.3
Identify each determiner in the sentences below by underlining it with a solid line if it is a
demonstrative and with a squiggly line if it is an article.

Sample: Larry is holding this meeting at the hotel.

Getting started (answersonp. 55) More practice (answers on the website)
1. Areyoulooking for abetter job? 6. Irecognize thissoccer playerasabigstar
from Italy.

2. That movie follows ayoung family after they
immigrate to this country. 7. Playing a game of chess in this park always

. Janemet an Englishman there whom she Interests me

later married. 8. Those students who did the exercises in the
text willlikely pass the final.

. The weather was so wonderful at the beach.

e

9. The garbage is piling up on the sidewalk.

(]

. Allthose cups of coffee won’t help you get

agoodnight’srest. . Thislesson isapiece of cake, isn't it?




Possessives are words that indicate owi

lined in the sentences below.
1. Isold my car.
2. Betty'sneighbor isan archite

The possessive in sentencelisc

is called a possessive proper noun,
possessive pronouns and possessive |
We'll discuss each of these separately
Possessive pronouns

There are just a few possessive pr

monly referred to as possessive proi
adjectives. We will call them simpl

function of possessive pronouns, see |

The determiner possessive pronouns

Test yourself 14.1

Underline the determiner possessive pronoun i1

Sample: My school won the state championship|

Getting started (answersonp. 55)

M

His face always shows what he’sthinking.

2. They gototheir house in the mountains

every summer.
It took three days for your letter to get here,
. We liked her mother.

Our product is superior to what you have

to offer.

Possessive proper nouns

The possessive proper nouns are underlined i

3. Isaw Mary's cat chase Mrs. Sm

Lesson 14: Possessives

elong

JIng. The possessjype AT

ronoun; the POSsessive in sent

t like articles angd demonstra

n appear directly befo

1 lon as determiners, These ar
) ‘terminer function or possesshe
d )0ssessive pronouns, (For

her, its, our, their,

ences below.

ice (answers on the website)

f the stock 1 am conside
es not reflect its true worth

u like to takea ride in yournes

[ will be counting on your voies

{ren went to the movies tOgetl
rfather.

s not share his feelings eas

is next sentence:
which ran acrossJims yard

ith's dog



Lesson 14: possessives

For exaii

sof just people
L!Hi(.’un'_\ b

nothavetobe name
ssessive proper nouns: .
toremind yourself aboul proper nou!

riagt

Remember, names do
and IBM's are each po
products. (See Lesson 6

To enhance your understanding
While possessive proper nouns (a
(see Lesson 6), for examp

for more about adjectives.) becz
proper nouns, an have a determiner in front of them

generally have just one determiner introducing it. 5e€
4, The girl's hat is new. (girl's = possessive common noun)
5. *The Mary’s hat is new. (Mary’s = possessive prope

n function as determiners,

le the girl’s hat, are considered to be ad)

This is because possessive COMMON |

¥

{ Nt

Test yourself 14.2
[Underline the possessive proper noun ineach of the sentencest
Sample: Gone With theWind's cast was amazing.

Getting started (answersonp. 56) More practice
1. Leah's eyes met those of the man at the 6. France
counter.
7. Macy's w
2. ItwasHarry's turn to say something. floor
3. They were impressed by Rome’s restaurants. 8. Mrs

4. Mickey Mouse's picture is hanging on
my wall, A
9. Afterd

5. Johnalwayswantedtovisit Harvardscampus. 10, [ never wet |

Test yourself 14.3

Underli i

; derline the possessive determiner in each of the I

¢ 1 possessi : .
I SIVepronoun ora possessive proper noun

Sample: Your i i
ple:Your committee is meeting tomorrow

Geytil Tor i
el g Sta, tEd(anS rson p 36)

& Ing st i we M epractic
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2, WhYan'tYDllgiVDittOy()Ul'daugh[P]_.) L ' ” '

Ly o Lih
I:::;;:’:ﬁsabl‘eatht&kingviowof:\]ewYm‘k.h 5 ek

f' Heboughta souvenir for his sop -

9 The Ad " ’ 9. O
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UNIT 3: DETERMINERS

Test yourself 14.4

h determiner below, indicat
vour, our), or poss
sive proper noun

(e.g. the, an), demonstrative (e.g. this, thogg

e if it is an article
Mary's, London’s).

For eac . . :

ive pronoun{(e.g essive proper noun (e.g.
POSSEss - 8-
Sample L.aw and Order’s posses
Getti tarted (answers on p. 56) .Mm'eprm'ti('yf;mswvrsunl}u-\\'.-i.\”..,
setting s od (an: E W

- o
1. their 6. th
n 7. San Francisco’s
2. a
3. George's 8. this
1. those 9. my
. its 10. a

Test yourself 14.5

Underline the determiner in each of the sentences below. It w illeither be an article, demonstrative,

possessive pronoun, or possessive proper noun. Some sentences may contain more than one

determiner.
Sample: The room contained a sofa, a chair, and, on the wall, Melinda’s portrait

Getting started (answerson p. 56) More practice (answers on the website)
1. She knew what her mother had done for 6. Thisactress should get an Oscar for her
the family. performance inthat movie
. There wasn't much information in his 7. The doctor’s secretary usually walksa mile
letters. on herlunch break
3. These books are clearlv the he o :
ese books are clearly the best. 8. Those childrenlove totake adip intheir
1. Rosa's husband puta surprise in herlunch new pool in the backyard
box.
9. Onherway towork, Maggie's car broke down.

b. Jerry'sunclelikestodrink a glass of wine 10
with hisdinner.

Jet Blue's crew served dinner while | was

sleeping.




Lesson 15: Quantifiers

There are words, such as every and several, that indicate amount, or quantity, and these
are called quantifiers. Quantifiers can act as determiners; that is, they can come before
and introduce a noun. The determiners are underlined in the following sentences:

1. Allbusinessesneed to have a budget.

2. Some peoplelike eating eel.

3. Sheenjoyedfew things as much as food.
Some common quantifiers are listed below:

all enough much
any every neither
both few no
each little several
either most some

Quick tip15.1 |

Words of quantity, quantifiers, can act as determiners and precede a noun. Some examples
are: afl, some, several, and much.

Test yourself 15.1

Underline the quantifier in each of the sentences below. The quantifiers will all be from the list above.
Sample: I met several chefs at that school.

Getting started (answersonp. 56) More practice(answers on the website)

L. There is nowriter who is as famous as 6. Most professorshave earneda
Shakespeare. doctorate.

2. Enough money wasraised tobuild a new 7. Everynoun that ishumanisalso
wingon the hospital. animate.

3. Idon’ttake much sugar in my coffee. 8. Neither option isparticularly good.

1. With little effort, I solved the crossword 9. Any man whodrinksanddrives putshislife
puzzle. indanger.

5. Allexperimentstest hypotheses. 10. You leave me with fewalternatives.

Test yourself 15.2 : WA = A

For each determiner below, indicate if it is an article (e.g. the, an), demonstrative (e.g. this, those),
possessive pronoun (e.g. your, our), possessive proper noun (e.g. Mary's, London’), or quantifier
(e.g. every, some).

Sample: that demonstrative
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DETERMINERS
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tiing started (answersonp. 56) More practice (s
=ONDD More practice lanswers on the website)
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' d
Answer keys: Test yourself, Getling starte

questions - Unit 3

Test yourself 12.1 N
|. Thelast week of the month wasa_huls_\' one in the stor

9 Summer was a special time for Melissa.

-x. 'I‘Iwrc‘sanun(lﬁu?}l idea floating around.

.. Iturned a corner in gf_zlongha]l.

5. Adirty sbnnn had fallen to the floor.

Test yourself 12.2

I. Awaiter walked tothe table.

2 The trainer calmed the dogdown.

. He argued about the bill for hours.

. Tusually egt a sandwich andacookie for lunch.
5. She watchesTVevery night.

Test yourself 13.1

I. You can use this book.

2 Those speeches he gave were impressive.

J. They don't speak that language.

I. Kirstensoldall these items,

5. Thisside of the Atlantic Ocean ismore familiar to me

Test yourself 13.2

I. Ontopofthe pileoffabrics was asleeping cat,

% That leader met withthe residents ofthe vill
3. This taxi

age
isheading toward alarge shopping mall
I The instructor choseaver

ot Vinformative textbook
) I'hesu

pants won't fit in those drawer:s.
Test yourself 13.3

1 Are_voulnoking
% That movie fo]1o
4. Jane

foru@betterjoh?
i W?'\ﬁly'UUngfalnil)faf‘tel‘tln'y immigrate to 1}
an Englishman there whom shelater ma Fried

q v
. {,ﬁg Weather was gq Wonderful at the beach
5. / thosg_ Cups of coffee wo -

'thelp you get
Test yourself 141 &m

A 800d night's pect

thinking,

Untaing every summer




UNIT 3: l)ETkRMINERS

-a
< for vour letter to gethere.
It took three day s for yourlet

|. Weliked her mother.

L r < le
Tuc Ss5uUup 101 }\\]Jr\(]l] 11\('[”0 >
s Our proat 5 I

Test yourself 14.2 |
h’ et those of the manat the counter.
Hari turn to say something.
1> 1 1 i > il il b .
»d by Rome’s restaurants.

[hey were 1Impleast

ture is hangingon my wall.

J wantedto visit Harvard’'s campus.
ohnalways waltket = —

Test yourself 14.3
.d that it was all Martin’s fault.
Vi vou wive it to vour daughter?
t W reathtaking view of New York’s skyline.
4 ht a souvenir for his son

'he Adamses did not care for their new neighbors

possessive pronoun

1irti
COrge’s POSSess1Ve proper noun
demonstrative
i possessive pronoun

Test yourself 14.5

She knew what her mother had done for the family.
1B 'tmuch information in his letters.
). These books are clearly the best
Rosa's hus utasurprisein herlunch box.
Je

sunclelikestodrinkaglass of wine with hisdinner.

Test yourself 15.1

I. Thereisnowriter whoisasfamousas Shakespeare.
Enough money was raised to build a new wingonthe hospital.
[do

't take much sugar in my coffee.
With little effort, I

solved the crossword puzzle.
Allexperiments test hypotheses.

Test yourself 15.2
. Main Street’s

]_}!JSSHSHi_\'(‘ proper noun
b . i
<. your [)QSS(!}‘-SI_\'(!]Jl'()ll.lJUI'I

). few quantifier
1. t ' strati
hose Llom_o_nstratl\'o

. the article

56
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Answer keys: Unit 3

Test yourself 15.3

1. Chicago’s architectureisdiverse.

2. Iknow that man and his wife.

3. She packed several dresses into her suitcase.
1. He hadtraveled to few places over the years.
5. Each child at the party brought a gift.

= FOR A REVIEW EXERCISE OF THIS UNIT, SEE THE WEBSITE.
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Lesson 16: Identifying adjectives

1etie o v e . i Fre -
A jiective is a word that refers to a characteristic of a noun. How can you identify gy,
An adjective isa w .

adjective?

If vou can put a word between the and a noun (like boy, or idea), then that word is ap
you Cc ) I / =

adjective.
"
i
If you can put a word between the and a noun (for example, the ______ boy), then that
word is an adjective.

For example, since we can say the tall boy, tall is an adjective. Sim ilarly, we can say
silly boy, the interesting boy, and the young boy. Therefore, silly, interesting, and young are
all adjectives.

A number of adjectives, all used in the phrase the boy are listed below. The
adjectives are underlined:

1. the brilliant boy

2. theembarrassed boy
3. the blonde boy
4. the hungry boy
5. thedelightful boy

Compare these phrases to *the very boy, *the a boy, and *the talk boy. Very, a, and talk are
not adjectives.

4 noun

What do adjectives actually do? Adjectives always tell us something about

Another way of saying this is that they modify a noun. In the phrases we've just looked at

the underlined adjectives tell us something about. or modify, the noun boy

Test yourself 16.1

Which of the fc N Worda ars alisnis o o o ) _ _
he following words are adjectives? See if they sound right when vou put them here:

the thing. Check the appropriate column.
Adjective  Notan adjective
Sample: have X

Getting Started (answerson p.63) More practice (an wersontl t
. answersonthe website)
1% ‘\'l‘]](J\\

| 7 ]
2. wonderful ~
/. pure
3. these
8. on
4. quickly
) ! T seeme 9. creative
2. unreliable 1
0. almost
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Test yourself 16.2

Lesson 16: Identifying adjectives

7

Underline the adjectives in the sentences below. In each case, the adjective will be between theand a
noun. A sentence may have more than one adjective.
Sample: She hasbeen the strong leader of this company for years.

Getting started (answersonp.63) More practice(answers on the website)

1. The strange robots marched towards 6. Shereceived the exciting news in the noisy
the city. restaurant.

2. Itwasthelastday of school. 7. Theblind beggar wassitting at the busy

[\

4. The billowing smoke alerted us to

thefire.

the surprised bathers toflee the

beach.

. We tugged at the enormous gate,

. The sudden sandstorm forced

corner.

8. Jeremy did not get the subtle humor of
the play.

9. The poor people of the world outnumber the
rich ones.

10. Keep your hands off the hot stove!

As we've said, a good way to decide if a word is an adjective is to see if it can be placed
between the and a noun. But that doesn’t mean that that’s the only place where an adjec-
tive can occur; it’sjust a way to test a word tosee if it’'s an adjective.

Here are some sentences where the adjective is in a different place. In each case, the

adjective is underlined.

6. Heisatall boy.

7. My best friend loves chocolate cake.

8. The house had a low roof.

9. Large carsare harder todrive than small cars.
Let's make sure that each of the underlined words above passes the adjective test, that is,
that it can appear between theand a noun.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

tall: the tall boy

best: the best movie
chocolate: the chocolate bar
low:thelow ceiling

large: thelarge window
small: the small window.

Asyoucan see, each of these words passes the adjective test. Notice also that each of these
words describes a characteristic of a noun.

Test yourself 16.3 = R

Use the adjective test to find the adjectives in each of the sentences below. A sentence may have

more than one adjective.




UNIT 4: ADJECTIVES

jce (answers e website
d onp.63) More practice (answerson th )
setti 5 answers ;
Getting started (answ O
i i or 6. 1 wrote aboring letter.
tveni ‘S\\‘(‘l'(?:-iS})L‘{‘lalfl]TI(‘I()]
" thotams Mary's younger brother was already there.

the family. 7.

9. The next week was a busy one in 8. The American flag was behind Edward's
the store. desk.

3. There'sanunusual idea floating 9. Icouldsee hisface in thered light fromthe
around. exit sign.

4. Tturned a corner in thelonghall. 10. We gathered the important facts from those

Adirty fork had fallen tothe floor. dusty books

N

i i ives i ¥ S0 ] 19

What do younotice about the underlined adjectivesin the phrases below

16. thedeliciousrich cake

17. my tall, red-haired, entertaining friend
8. abright, colorful, blue, striped pattern
As vou can see, a noun can have more than one adjective modifying it. In fact, there isno
limit to the number of adjectives that can modify a noun (except the patience and toler
ance of the listener!).

Test yourself 16.4

Underline the adjectives in each of the sentences below. Some of the nouns will be modified by more
thanone adjective.

Sample: She ateall the crisp, crunchy chips.

Getting started (answersonp.63) More practice(answers on the website)
1. They went offto see an old, gloomy, historic 6. Youshould heed the advice of wise menand
mansion in southern England. women.

2. She had anticipated his sudden arrival. 7. Wild animals can be dangerous

3. Angelaignored his annoying, persistent 8

. Thelovely young lady read one of her
questions.

favorite novels on her comfortable sofa

4. Tmust get rid of my decrepit, banged-uplittle 9

9. Why did you buy this outdated computer in
old car.

the first place?
5. We wouldn't want to cross this w ide, busy 10

i k. : . The Dodgers’ frustrated manager benched
street, would we?

his brash young pitcher
Remember that sometimes aword can function as one we rd cat
one sentence, and as another word category in another

example, let’ 3 ~d er

]3[;1 ‘ lJtl Sts look at the word cream. In the sentence J brought the cream, cream is a noun
In the sente y ’ e - ’ ;

ntence That’s a cream cake, cream is an adjective, telling us more about the

noun cake, : i a ' o

egory, or part of speech, in

sentence (see Lesson 2). For

Test yourself 16.5

Ineachofthe sentencesbelow, decide ifthe

: underlin T
bamb]e:’l‘hatcpp_v ism’'tlegible, edwordsare func tioningas nouns or adjectives

adjective
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Lesson 16: Identifying adjectives

T AT 53 1 e e e e R i e e

Getting started (answerson p. 63)
1. The window ledge is too narrow for a plant.
2. That window is stuckshut.
3. Thishasbeen achilly spring.
4. I'menjoying this spring weather.
5. The morning hours are not my best.
More practice (answers on the website)
6. Idrink two cups of coffee each morning.
7. Inmost public restaurants, it is forbidden to smoke a cigarette.
8. Cigarette smokers must go for X-ray tests regularly.
9. My nephew was looking for travel companions.

10. Foreigntravel can be both exhaustingand exhilarating.

Test yourself 16.6
In each of the sentences below, decide if the underlined words are functioning as nouns, verbs, or
adjectives.
Sample: That’sajail cell. adjective
Getting started (answers on p.63)
1. Hegoestoaday school.
2. Iworkduring the day.
3. The defendant will shock them when they hear his response.
4. Itwasaterrible shock.
5. Iwill voice my opinion if  want to.
More practice(answers on the website)
6. The singer had a wonderful voice.
7. Some people call thelarynx a voice box.
8. Some languages have both formal and informal terms of address.
9. Idon't wish to address this question at this time.

10. Did you put my information in your address book?

Test yourself 16.7 mws
Ineach of the sentences below, identify the word category of each word in each sentence.
Sample: The instructor answered her unspoken question.

determiner - noun - verb - determiner - adjective - noun



UNIT 4: ADJECTIVES

Getting started (answersonp. 64)

1. Alightrainfell.

2. Ernie's friend likes a good argument.
3. His employeereceived thatsmall bonus.
Some big cars take premium gasoline.

5. This question deserves a serious answel

More practice (answers on the website)

. The policeman’s warning scared my passengers.
Most guests enjoyed the lavish party.

8. Your best friend had a soda.

9

. Good marriages have many joyous moments.

10. Hm:1;|11gh1m‘ljm|ghl:1stluming]t

alian dress.




Answer keys: Test yourself, Getting started
questions - Unit 4

Test yourself 16.1

Adjective Not an adjective
1. yellow it
2. wonderful itk
3. these
4. quickly ey
5. unreliable .

Test yourself 16.2

. The strange robots marched towards the city.

. It wasthelast day of school.

. We tugged at the enormous gate.

. The billowing smoke alerted us to the fire.

. The sudden sandstorm forced the surprised batherstoflee the beach.

1
2
3
1
5

Test yourself 16.3

1. Evenings werea special time for the family.
2. The next week was a busy one in the store.
3. There'san unusual idea floating around.

4. Iturned acorner inthelonghall.

5. Adirty fork had fallen to the floor,

Test yourself 16.4
1. They went off to see an old, gloomy, historic mansion insouthern England.

2. Shehad anticipated his sudden arrival.
3. Angelaignored his annoying, persistent guestions.

5. We wouldn’t want to cross this wide, busy street, would we?

Test yourself 16.5

1. The window ledge is too narrow foraplant. adjective
2. That window is stuck shut. noun

3. Thishasbeenachilly spring. noun

4. I'menjoying this spring weather. adjective
5. The morning hours are not my best. adjective
Test yourself 16.6

1. Hegoestoadayschool. adjective
2. Iworkduring the day. noun
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UNIT 4: ADJECTIVES

_ The defendant will shock
[t was a terrible shock.
[ will voice my opinion ifI want to.

est yourself 16.7
Alight rain fell.
determiner - adjective —noun verb
Ernie’s friend likes a good argument.

verb Lli-'.m'mincr_-;lrl_im"[i\'t' noun

determiner - noun
His employee received that small bonus.
determiner - noun — verb — determiner — adjective - noun
Some big cars take premium gasoline.

determiner — adjective — noun —verb adjective - noun
This question deserves a serious answer.

determiner - noun - verb — determiner — adjective - noun

~ FOR A REVIEW EXERCISE OF THIS UNIT, SEE THE WEBSITE.

them when they hear his response. verb

noun
verb




Lesson 17: Identifying prepositions

What is a preposition? The prepositions are underlined in the following sentences.
1. She made notes on the paper.
2. My office is between the post office and the laundromat.
3. I'll meet you after work.

Prepositions are words, usually small, that typically indicate information about direction,
location, or time. There is only a small number of prepasitions in English. Some commonly
used examples are at, from, in, on, and to.

The following are common prepositions:

about beneath into throughout
above beside like till
across between near to

after beyond of toward(s)
against by off under
along despite on until
among down onto up
around during out upon

at for over with
before from since within
behind in through without
below

Quick tip 17.2

If you can put a word in one of the empty slots in one of the following sentences, the word is
a preposition: | walked the table. It happened that time.

This tip will help you identify many, though notall, prepositions.

Test yourself 17.1
Underline the prepositions in the sentences below. There may be more than one. Use the Quick

tipsand thelist of prepositions to help you.
Sample: My friends are going with me.
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UNIT 5: PREPOSITIONS

Gelting st te answersonp [§ Mor(’pl !I('fi(f,’(ll]]."i“fl.'l son th(_ WE )Si!l')
b1 S ree € 5 .68)

g sia d( SW ! | - I

\- () 1 3 T 1'"00 6 We \\'f_'l'(" yingover Eur ope.

s i ini 1rooml. .
1. Let'sgoin othe [illllllg

N l;- (-] S gl i is Len e lookec n (lth h( rock.
p I was tl f{ll]llhl_‘_‘t thin E‘didln his enol k bene > ‘}‘

She found the pot of gold.

entire life. 8.
3 . 3 G .
3. Felice was having dinner on the patio. 9. Isitovertherainbow?
3. as g
P ared - e acea ‘,-'”:
4. Sherantothecandy store. 10. He appeared at the right place at the right

i 'missi time.
5. I1looked for youduring the intermission.

Test yourself 17.2

iti rith e idline: » swithasquigglyline ineachofthe senten
Underline the prepositions with a solid lineand the noun asq

ces below.
Sample: There’s a small house near the field .

Getting started (answersonp. 68) More practice(answers on the website)
1. Auniformed guard stood near the massive 6. Areyougoingtothe prom with Stan?
COEEY WAy, 7. Mike always gives a nice present to his wife
2. Sheleaned out the window and waved to the on her birthday.
large crowd. 8. Please don’t ask how my day at the office
3. Theolder woman from Chicago had already was!
et 9. Icouldn’t open the door of my car without
. Shestaggered into the store. my key.
5. Carissasatat the computer inalarge room. 10. Let'smeet at or near midnight.

To enhance your understanding

Don’t confuse the two types of to-
4. I want to go home. (infinitive: to + verb)
3. I went to Chicago. (preposition: to + noun)

Test yourself 17.3

Underline the prepositions with a solid line, the v
withasquigglyline in the sentences below.
Sample: I'1] !my us u\l;‘_.g:\gghuckut of chicken.

‘erbs with a double underl ine, and the adjectives

Getting started (answers on pP.68)

1. Jean walked around the grounds of the

i 3
magnificent estate.

. The PUppy gazed at him expectantly

: o 4. The lowy sic S N _—
2. Hisfriend pounded him on the Imusic in that store bothered Jami

back.

5. He has hot coffee before class.
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More practice (answers on the website)

6.

Josébuys fresh bread for his family every 9. The tireless teenager ran across the park
week. with his new running shoes.
. Doyouwant tickets tothe new play? 10. Iplaced some small apples near the sink.

. The youngbride’s mother seemed happy

Lesson 17: Identifying prepositions

among her friends.

To further enhance your understanding
Take a look at the following sentences.

6. I'm standing in front of my house.

7. That man was ahead of her.

8. Please get out of his way.
Each of these sentences contains a multiword preposition, that is, a preposition consisting
of more than one word. Below is a list of common multiword prepositions, commonly called
compound or phrasal prepositions.

across from inside of
ahead of in spite of
along with instead of
because of on account of
by means of on top of

due to out of

for the sake of over to

in addition to together with
in front of up to

For more about prepositions, see Lesson 29.



As Melissa entered the doorof the dimly lit Cathedral, Melissa held tightly to Melissa’s backpack.
Suddenly, Melissa thought that Melissa saw a shadow moving. “This is scary,” whispered

Melissa to Melissa.

What’s strange about the sentences in the above text? What is strange is that they're
missing pronouns, words that replace nouns in a sentence. You'll probably agree that
these next sentences are a vast improvement on the first version:

As Melissa entered the door of the dimly lit Cathedral, she held tightly to her backpack. Suddenly,
she thought that she saw a shadow moving. “This is scary,” whispered Melissa to herself.

We may never find out what happens to Melissa, but replacing Melissa with pronouns
like she and her makes her far more palatable.

Asfaraspronouns go, there’sbad news and there's good news. The badnews is that there
areanumber ofdifferent kinds of pronouns.The good news isthat thereare only afew pro-
nouns of each type. Look at the pronouns themselves and get a feel for the kinds of words
they are. Some of the types may have longlabels, but the pronouns themselves are usually

short words.
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Lesson 21: Subject and object pronouns

biec Iouns
following sentences:
; avel extensively.
extensively
-arl s elting
susan Fields chaired the mes
d the meeting
i ; ards every week .
i *h sentence pair, the underlined prono
11 € - L 1 nter i
— 110 sdoing the action in the senten
( 1 n underiined no 43R4 ._‘,--i‘i;-
lof noun is called the subject of the sentence and tl
his kind of not
upject pronoun
1 1 ygentence
| LS
B rravorit lje
1b. 1 favorite sub)e
- eems hap
{ M« Itated easily
‘ .
itated easily
No sentence pair F‘It'\il!frl'l"fll"‘: pronour
N
10 underlined nouns come before linking vert
they are not performingan ac tion, they are still considered to be
noun that replaces th Subject isa subject pronoun
There are only seven subject bronouns; they arelisted in Quick tir
The subject pronouns are: /, you, he, she, it, we, they.
Test yourself 21.1
[_‘-n:ie-r]jrwIhvsuh_fvvi Pronounsin the sentenceg below.
Sample: We wandered around town, looking foraplace to have lunch
Getting started (answers on p.99)
L. Tcrossed the [)iHZif.il-'11'1(“]0?[(](‘(1ll)\'»'{!l‘df\fhl_‘ 1, Y.-sn-r[j;l_\; she went shopping
chureh, "
5. We should get together son Ne
& [Tnfur'umntol:.'. itwas closed.

3. They simply stood there, waiting for me.
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Lesson 21: Subject and object pronouns

More practice(answers on the website)
6. Heisthe grandson of an immigrant from 9. They often have interesting discussions.

Italy. 10. Lastnight they drove to San Francisco.

7. We often dream about important things.

8. You have been to their house for dinner.

Object pronouns

7a. Karenboughtthered car.

7b. Karenbought it.

8a. The prize was given to Steve and Bill.
8b. The prize was given to them.

9a. I'mwatching the baby.

9b. I'mwatchingher.

The underlined nouns in the sentences above are not subjects. Rather, they are objects:
they either follow the main verb or they follow a preposition. (For more on objects, see
Unit 13.) Pronouns that replace objects, like those underlined in sentences 7b, 8b, and 9b
above, are called object pronouns.

There are only seven object pronouns: they are listed in Quick tip 21.2.

Quick tip 21.2

The object pronouns are: me, you, her, him, it, us, them.

You can see that two pronouns, you and if, are particularly hardworking: they can
function as either subject or object pronouns.

Test yourself 21.2

Underline the object pronouns in each of the sentences below. There may be more than one pronoun
in asentence.

Sample: Churchill called them to a meeting.

Gelting started (answersonp. 99) More practice(answers on the website)
1. Mary heard him. 6. My friends have never heard of them.
2. Thedetective watched us 7. Barry gave herapresent.

suspiciously. 8. Harry’s cousin lives near them.
3. Stopbothering me! 9. Mostcompetitors were envious of him.
4. Steven satdown between him and her. 10. Astrange man isstandingnext toyou
5. Dothe students understand it? and me.
Test yourself 21.3

Decide if each pronoun below isa subject or object pronoun.
Sample: we subject

B8
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UNIT 7: PRONOUNS

: tarted (answers onp. 99) More practice (answersont he website)
Getting starte SWers

V7
| 1. them 6. they
2. he 7. she
3: 1 8. me
t i AR .
5. her 10. we

Test yourself 21.4

Underline the pronouns in each of the sentences below. Identify eacheitherasa wlIL}I]'vM pronoun gr
an object pronoun. Keep in mind that the pronouns you and it can be eit her subject or object pro.
nouns, depending on how they are being used. There may be more than one pronoun inasentence,
Sample: Youreally did itright. (subject; object)

Getting started (answers on p. 99) More practice(answers on the website)
1. Theclerk had been sent to work with him. 6. They were hiding in the bushes
2. Theresearch required them to work closely 7. lamgiving it to you.

togshar: 8. He wenttoofarthistime.

3. Itisbrighter than that otherlamp. 9. Theresa's parents worried

4. If you know the answer, please tell me. about her,

5. Wewill be moving near you. 10. She hearsfrom him often

You know that when you're talking about yourself. you use the pronouns / or me, and
when you're talking about a group of people, you use the pronouns they or them. That is,
we choose different pronouns depending on the person or thing the pronouns refer to
Pronouns that vary in this way are called personal pronouns. Subject and object pro-
nouns are types of personal pronouns: see Lessons 22 and 24 for two other kinds

Personal pronouns that refer to the speaker in a conversation, like 7 and we, are called
first person pronouns. Those that refertothelistener, 1i Keyou,arec
pronouns. And those that refer to
third person pronouns.

Inaddition, pronouns that refer to only
gular pronouns: those that refer ;
called plural pronouns.

Here’s a complete breakdown of the

alled second person
anyone or anything else, like he or they. are called

onepersonorthing, like /and he, are called sin-
to more than one person or thing. like we a nd they. are

subject and object pronouns:

. Subject Object
First person singular I m :
e
Second person singular you you
Thil'dpersonsingular he, she, it ilim I i
; ; Jher, it

First person plural

we us
Second person plural you
' 3 you
Third person plural they th
) em
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Lesson 22: Reflexive pronouns ﬁ

Dothefollowing sentences seem strange to you?
1. John Smith sawJohn Smith in the mirror.
2. My friends were talkingamong my friends.
3. Sam’sonly cat was grooming Sam’s only cat.

These sentences are strange because they're missing reflexive pronouns, those pro-
nouns that end in-selfor-selves. As you can see from the sentences below, we use reflexive
pronouns whenever we refer to the same person or thing more than once in the same
basic sentence. Sentences 1-3 should be stated like this:

4. John Smith saw himself in the mirror.
5. My best friends were talking among themselves.
6. Sam'sonly cat was grooming herself.

Here are some more examples, first without and then with areflexive pronoun.

7a. The boy washed the boy.

7b. The boy washed himself.

8a. Tom and Harry watched Tom and Harry on the video.
8b. Tom and Harry watched themselves on the video.

9a. You cansee youdoing that.

9b. Youcan see yourself doing that.

Notice that if we hear, for example, The boy washed the boy, without a reflexive
pronoun, then we assume that someone’s talking about two different boys. Similarly,
the sentence He shaved him suggests that the person (a male) who did the shaving
and the person (a male) who received the shaving are not the same. The reflexive
pronoun lets the listener know that the speaker is referring to the same person or
thing.

Quick tip 22.11ists the reflexive pronouns. They’re easy to identify because they all end
in-selfor-selves (Quick tip 22.2).

Quick tip 22.1

The reflexive pronouns are: myself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves,
themselves.

All the reflexive pronouns end in -self (singular) or -selves (plural).

Test yourself 22.1

Underline the reflexive pronouns in each of the sentences below.
Sample: That computer is so smart it can repair itself.

85

—



Lesson 23: Demonstrative pronouns

Do youremember the underlined words in the sentences below?

1. Areyousureyouwantthis?

2. We agreed about that.
3. 'mnotsurellike these.
4. Those look delicious.

In Lesson 13 we talked about the use of demonstratives before a noun, for example:
this dog, that idea, these songs, those curtains. That is, we talked about demonstratives
used as determiners. But demonstratives can also be used without a noun following
them, as vou can see from sentences 1-4. In these cases, because the demonstrative
replaces a noun (or noun phrase), it is called a demonstrative pronoun. For example,
in sentence 1, the demonstrative pronoun this can be replacing a noun such as spaghetti

or magazines.

It’s easy to remember demonstrative pronouns, because there are only four of them;

they are listed in Quick tip 23.1.

There are only four demonstrative pronouns: this, that, these, and those.

It might help you remember the word “demonstrative” if you think of these words as “dem-
onstrating”something, in a way, pointing tosomething.

Test yourself 23.1

Underline the demonstrative pronoun in each of the sentences below.

Sample: Lenny wasn't sure he really wanted those.

Getting started (answers on p.100)

L.

3

4.

.

That wasn’t really Hannah’s job, but I
appreciate herdoing itanyway.

. Natashareallylikes these.

3. He wasn't good at riddles but managed to

solvethose.
Inever thought it would come to this.

These are very difficult times.

Test yourself 23.2

Decide ifeach pronoun below is a subject, object, reflexive, or demonstrative pronoun.

More practice(answers on the website)

6.

T

Those were the good old days.

Sean thought he would never
see that.

. This is absolutely unacceptable.
. Mrs.Wallace would rather buy these.

. That is the funniest thing I've ever seen.

8
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UNIT 7: PRONOUNS

It o5 Té SWersI ) )) ‘!Uf{’[} actice(ans
Getting star od (answer m p. 10( ractice
59 c :

6. them
yourselves

that

9. those

me

R
Test yourself 23.3
ch of the sentences below [.abel ea
I f Som nces will have more than one pronour
ybject, or refiexive. oolne sel I
ple: Did vou spill that on yourself? (subject; demonstrative; re
Getting started (answerson p. 100)

We wereangry at ourselves

ced us toexplain this

). It works just as well at home

. Theysentthesetous

5. Thebaseball playerdusted himselfoft
More practice (answers on the website)
6. Youshould do this for yourself
7. Thisreminds me of why 1should re spect myself
8. That isthe way thev should behave themselves,
9. We excused ourselves right after dinner

10. Itcould bother them.
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UNIT 7:

1. Johnwasapersonwho always

himself to the limif

9. Watch yourself!

ourselves

3. We pride

1. Thedirectors:«

ne but thems

[ see myselfasasuce

Getting started
IThavefound that Ican
quiet
He noticed that she oft

book.

3. We have known her for

1 some guests told us tl

themselves to get up a

5. Youdon't need to explain vo
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Getting started (answersonp.J3)

pushed

31|
1v can blame no
fo
1 omeciay
nd
)
room .l
rself
elf't ‘

6

More practice(ansy

All of vou she

Rosa

I wis

h my

winter

Would ever

him




Lesson 24: Possessive pronouns

You won't be surprised to learn that possessive pronouns are pronouns that indicate pos-
session, or ownership. Some possessive pronouns are underlined here:

1. Mr. Smithexplained his ideas tothe audience.

2. TwishIcould accept their invitation.

3. That suitcase isn't mine.

4. Yours was the best essay in the class.

If you look closely, you'll notice that the possessive pronouns in sentences 1-4 fall into
two groups. The ones in sentences1and 2are followed by anoun: his ideas, their invitation.
The ones in sentences 3 and 4 are not followed by a noun; rather, they stand on their own
in the sentence.We'll talk about each kind separately.

The possessive pronouns in sentences 1and 2 may look familiar to you. That's because
they were described in Lesson 14, as part of our discussion of determiners. Like articles
(a, an, the), possessive pronouns which function as determiners can occur in the slot
__ house (for example, his house, our house, your house). Since they function as deter-
miners, you can understand why they are followed by a noun. In Quick tip 14.1 we called
these determiner possessive pronouns and provided the full list. We repeat them here:
my, your, his, her, its, our, their.

Test yourself 24.1

Underline the determiner possessive pronoun in each of the sentences below. Remember: deter-
miner possessive pronouns are followed by nouns.
Sample: Many of our ideas back then were equally absurd.

Getting started (answerson p.100) More practice(answers on the website)

1. The woman hid her feelings well. 6. The salesman'’s car does not show itsage.

We should just pack up our thingsand get out
ofhere.

2. He was younger than his wife. 7.

. Mr.and Mrs. Bradford adored

their son. 8. Itookalook at your faceand [ knew
4. Thomas and Natalie were the best students immediately that you were honest.
inmy class. 9. My daughter is very good about brushing

5 ; or teeth regularly.
5. Youreyes look very tired. e . °

10. Gamblers are secretive about their losses.

Now on to the possessive pronounsin sentences3and 4, thekind thatcanstandaloneina
sentence. Here are some more examples:
5. The Greens tent came loose in the storm but ours remained secure.
6. Yours was the first card I noticed.
7. The scientist hurried from that laboratory to mine.
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UNIT 7: PRONOUNS

These possessive pronouns rep
en to that yet; se€ [Lesson 28).
e sometimes (¢ ralle

m nominal possessive

haven't gotte

these pronouns:
prozx

will simply call ther

Nominal sive pronouns replace a w

ronouns are: mine, yours, his, hers,

ronouns Ais and its can funct

nouns (see Quicktip14.1) 0

To enhance your understanding
Don’t confuse 1'-.-‘,3-:“‘5i\-'<-* pI
g8a. It's (= it is) a wonderful day. (contre

8b. Its positives (
9a. You're (= you are) absolutely right.

Your shoelace

d ])()Hhvh'-;l\ e

1Yorasnominal possessive pronounsd

And since the word nominal mea

1ouns.

its, ours, theirs.

ion either as determine:
see Quick tip !

ronouns with contracted pronouns:

ycted pronoun)

(contracted pronoun)

s are untied. (determiner possessive pronoun)
They’re (= they are) leaving. (contracted pronoun)
Their leaving early was unexpected. (determiner possessive pronoun)

S

utweigh its negatives. (determiner possessive pronoun)

As you can see, the contracted pronoun is always written with an apostrophe

Test yourself 24.2

Underline the nominal possessive pronoun in

Sample: Pete and Cathy are convinced the idea was their

each of the sentences below

bsite

sJace a whole noun (actuz: 111y, a whole noun phrase, p,

Getling started (answers on p.100) More practi I
] ice(answersonthe we
1. Therattlesnake ishis. 6. Thei 11 I
3. eirs will probably be the bestd
I'he mother needs her nourishment and the show
baby needs hersalso. 7
b : 7. Hiring the band is not Dave's respon
3. Yoursisthe roomon the left. it is vours
4. The computer on the table 8. Whatever the neighbors wantt
1smine. . |
theirs for the takin
5. Oursisthe next house
ursisthe Ili\lh‘lllb(—,‘l)nlh(‘Iﬂ(}(‘k_ 9. Most ;11-111:]1&'\‘-\“-[ ience is |
1 L “‘|

=

10. Hisisnottheonl opinionth

Test yourself 24.3

Decide ifeach possessive pr

‘ onoun below is - i
: : e s er
Sample: yours nominal S
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imilar to hers

roranominal possessive

D

pronouns w ith nominal lum “Un W

hole noun (or noun phrase). For example, insteag
book is Sally’s book we can simply say, That book is hers. The nomina|




Lesson 24: Possessive pronouns

Getting started (answersonp. 100) More practice (answers on the website)
1. my s 6. our

2. theirs e 7. their

3. mine 8. ours

4, your " : 9. hers

6. her e 10. his

Test yourself 24.4

Underline the possessive pronoun in each of the sentences below. Then indicate if it functionsas a
determiner oranominal possessive pronoun.

Sample: Jack’s trip was good, but not nearly as excitingastheirs. (determiner)

Getting started (answerson p. 101)

1. Listening to music might interfere with your ability to concentrate.

2. Some of the CDs are ours.

3. The prisoner was ordered to hand over his things.
4. Inmy opinion, you should apologize.
5. Hersisthe only dissenting voice in the room.
More practice (answers on the website)

6. Thebigsuitcase over there ismine.
7. Someone wants to buy our company.
8. Some day this will all be yours.

9. The suspects had their day in court.

10. The bank is going to need her signature.

Test yourself 24.5

Decide if each pronoun below isa determiner possessive pronoun (my,our,ete.),nominal possessive
pronoun (mine, ours, etc.), subject pronoun (I, we, etc.), object pronoun (me, us, etc.), reflexive pro-
noun (myself, ourselves, etc.), or demonstrative pronoun (this, these, etc.).

Sample: that demonstrative

Getting started (answersonp. 101) More practice(answers on the website)
2. them T 7. itself

Gymmmeles oo 8. those

4. we e 9. me

5. hers e 10. yours
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UNIT 7 PRONOUNS

Test vourself 24.6 - Grand finale

i nsineacl .|i'1iua'w("'lﬂl‘lh‘:w\f}('l(:\\'_L.‘II’I'J*‘(H'lli'“"J"i":':““i I pOSsess)
e the pronouns in eact R s . ntences will hay
\ subiect, object EIE]:‘:a[]a‘lt‘i_lll\'!',r»F']l'”i'\“‘ Some sentend AL e
| possessive, sUbj Ly V) 4

onvince '1-;-:-,iu-*.-\:lil}(t[]uuL!['r-;\l_lnlmtul'TIn-m (subject: subject
Getting starté

ect)
Theil orkingduringlunch.
her and to her friends.
¢ h irview mirrorolmy car
1in Ifand gave me his business card
V7 3 I T . J :'|. :.
L nplishmentstotheirs
1 esand their positionstou
m
that to yourattention
orit 1iplexity and because the opportunity
1Lea l proi1 in typesin it

but the final judgment

e




PART II: KINDS OF PHRASES

Just as you know a lot about word categories without necessarily realizing that you do,
you know a lot about combining words into phrases and phrases into sentences. Aswe
talk about phrases and sentences, we'll be referring to many of the word categories you
learned about in Part1, so check back there if youneed to.
Let'sstartby takingalook at the following sentence:
1. Thelittle boy laughed.
If you were asked to divide the sentence into two parts, what would the partsbe? Speakers
of English typically separate the sentence after the word boy:
2. Thelittle boy + laughed.
Other groupings, like the ones below, generally seem unnatural to native speakers of
English:
3. The +little boy laughed.
4. Thelittle + boylaughed.
That is. we all sense that the little boy forms a unit and that laughed forms another unit.

Unitslike these are called phrases.

Sowe canstart off our discussion by suggesting that there are two parts to sentence1.We
could call them Part A and Part B, or Harry and George, but we'll use the terminology of
modern linguistics and refer to them as the noun phrase and the verb phrase.The noun
phrase in our sentence is the little boy; the verb phrase is laughed. Of course, there are
other phrases as well. We’ll look at the most common ones in the units of Part II.
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Lesson 28: The basic structure of noun phrases

There are all kinds of noun phrases and we can discover them by seeing some of the things
we can substitute for the noun phrase, the little boy. The underlined portions of the senten-
cesbelow areallnoun phrases and any one of them can replace the little boy in the sentence
The little boy laughed.

1. Audienceslaughed.

. Youngeraudiences laughed.
. Thegirl laughed.
. Thelittle girl laughed.
. The cutelittle girl laughed.
. John laughed.
. Theylaughed.
Of course, there are lots of things that cannot replace thelittle boy, for example:
8. *My very quicklylaughed.
9. *Near hislaughed.
10. *Went away laughed.
You're probably notsurprised tolearn that My very quickly, Near his, and Wentaway arenot
noun phrases.
Sowhat can beanoun phrase?
In sentences 1-6, the noun phrases all have something in common: each consists of at
least a noun. (See Unit 1to refresh your memory about nouns.)

Here are the noun phrases again, with the nouns underlined:

L= ]

=1 o

audiences
younger audiences
thegirl

thelittle girl

the cutelittle girl

sists of just a noun: audiences in sentence 1and John in sentence 6.

A noun phrase can consist of a noun alone, for example, audiences, John.

: f A e R
= = e -

Test yourself 23.1 EREESEE TR IR IRTEEE
Underline the noun phrase in each of the sentences below. In this exercise, the noun phrase will
always consist of anoun alone. Some sentences may have more than one noun phrase.

]

Sample: Sugar is not very healthy.

3
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UNIT 9: NOUN PHRASFS |

Getting started (answersonp. 119) More practice(answers on the website)
1 epiiaies V\;ere looking for treasure. 6. Sometimesjuries make mistakes,
9 Furniture can be expensive. 7. Jenny visited friends yesterday.
3. Boys often want to be policemen. 8. Oilisthicker than water.

4. People think money is useful. 9. Joel hatesbananas.

Jeremy was eatingrice. 10. Writers often like to work alone.

(9]

Youcan alsosee, insentences2-5, that anoun phrase can have other words inadditionto

just anoun. Let’s see what those other words can be:

voungeraudiences: adjective + noun |

the girl: determiner + noun
thelittle girl: determiner + adjective + noun
the cutelittle girl: determiner + adjectives + noun |

(See Units 3and 4 toremind yourself about determiners and adjectives.)
k tip 28.2

C b e

A noun phrase can consist of a determiner, one or more adjectives, and a noun. The
determiner and adjective(s) are optional.

Test yourself 28.2 +

Underline the noun phrases in each of the sentences below. In this exercise, the noun phrase will
always consist of a determiner + noun; the determiner will always be an article, that is, the, a, or
an.Some sentences may have more than one noun phrase.
Sample: A man stole the car.

t 5 ‘1 - ~ -, - :
Getting started (answers onp.119) More practice (answers on the website)

L. The winner was overj .
wasoverjoyed. 6. A Mercedes costs more thana Chevy.

2. Thecrowd di
ec1ouddtspersedpcacefully. 7. The Andersons bought a house.

3. Aminutecanseemlikean eternity., 8. The children aresleeping
4. The dentist gave the batientatoothbrush. 9. Thelake is near the village

5. The couple forgot to ti e waiter,
P g tip the waiter, 10. The professor paid the student a compliment.

Here are some more examples with diffe
from Unit 3 that the determi
underlined.

rent determiners and nouns. (You may recall
ner alws X - )
always comes before the noun.) The whole noun phrase is

g
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Lesson 28: The basic structure of noun phrases
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11. Amanlaughed.

12. Herfriendlaughed.
13. Thatladylaughed.
14, Many peoplelaughed.

Notice that these noun phrases don't have to appear only at the beginning of the sentence:
15. The criminal isaman.
16. Tlooked at her friend.

17. Doyouknow thatlady?

18. The clown made many peoplelaugh.

L

Test yourself 28.3 & R S R

Roasiah

Underline the noun phrases in each of the sentences below. In this exercise, the noun phrase will
always consist of a determiner (any kind) + noun. Some sentences may have more than one noun
phrase.

Sample: My hat blew off in the wind.

Getting started (answers on p.119) More practice(answers on the website)
1. Hisdoorman hailed a taxi. 6. While driving in a snowstorm, Alex’s car
2. Asthedoctor toured the ward, a group of her veered off the road.
interns wentalong. 7. Several spectators wanted that ballplayer
3. Your daughterlooks great in this thrown outof the game.
picture. 8. The train pulled into the station.
4. Some people keep their jewelry in a safe 9. Most people are proud of their country.
deposit box. 10. Andrea’s grandmother used tobakeapiein
5. Jack’sfriend is an artist. her kitchen for her grandchildren.

Here are examples of noun phrases consisting of a determiner plus an adjective plus a
noun (the whole noun phrase is underlined):
19. The best fruit is grown on the west coast.
20. Our new shoes got completely soaked.
21. That old dog is my favorite one.
22. Every new task is challenging.

T

e S
bt

Test yourse  28. 4 /50
Underline the noun phrases ineach of the sentencesbelow. Inthis exercise, thenounphrase willalways
consist of determiner + adjective + noun. Some sentencesmay have more thanonenoun phrase.
Sample: My young cousin got on that scary roller-coaster.

i

Getting started (answers onp.119)

1. That adorable baby wasborn inarundown 4. Some Enchanted Evening is abeautiful song
house in asmall town. from a classic show.
9. The elderly woman wrote a short novel. 5. Jackie'sfamous father is a talented

) . immigrant froma South American country.
3. His crazy adventure began with those g h{

strange letters.
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UNIT 9: NOUN PHRASES

More practice (answers on the website)
9. Our new house sits on the outermostedge of

> These ookies are stale. ;
{ 6. These old cookies this secluded island.

7. Alittle attention often helpsa

bruised ego 10. Many submitted manuscripts are
ruisede =

piled up on the cluttered desk of the finicky

is a terrible waste. :
8. Eachpassing moment is a terrible sditor:

Test yourself 28.5 SRR RIS

For each of the underlined noun phrases below, decide if it is: determiner + noun or determiner +

adjective + noun.
Sample: He wasnot inareasonable mood. deter miner + ad]ectwe +noun

Getting started (answersonp. 119)

1. The pleasure in his voice wasreal.

2. That annoying customer still got a good deal.

3. Count yourblessings!

1. Jonathan’s jacket isbrand new.

5. Heplayswith hisnew gadget every day.
More practice(answers on the website)

6. Hisdivorcereceived much publicity.

7. lwant the latest model for my office.

8. Let'shopethisterrible weather changes soon.

9. Idon’tcare for her new attitude.

—

0. Themotorcade passed by quickly.
Hereare some examples where the noun phrase consists ofa determiner, more than one
adjective, and a noun (the whole noun phrase isunderlined):
23. The dull brown 1liquid spilled onto hispr iceless antique carpet.
24, Elderly, infirm 1nd1v1duals really need that nnportdnt health benefit.
25. Aworn checkered apron hungby the sagging, ,unpainted kitchen door.

Test yourself 28.6 = == e

% e

Underline the noun phrases in each of the sentences below. Tn this exercise, the noun phrase will

always consist of determiner + adjective(s) + noun. Some sentences may have more than one noun
phrase.
Sample: The pushy, aggressive *salesman at the *automobile dealershlp was not helpful.
Getting started (answers on p.119)

1. The small white dog ran away. 4. Mylovely niece arrived inabrandnew

2. The close friends loved watching the old, convertible.
classicmovies. = .
‘ o. Those pesky flies ruined my Australian
3. Some Japanese cars are rated very highly. vacation.
116
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Lesson 28: The basic structure of noun phrases

More practice (answers on the website)

6. Yourbeautiful shiny hair isenviable. 9. My reliable old friend made a terrible
7. Thecrazy idea of your nutty sister turned mistake.
out tobenotsocrazy afterall. 10. This poor, hungry man is craving a hearty
8. The Siamese cat was extremely sociable. hot meat sandwich.
e ————— e .

Don’t forget that a noun phrase doesn’t have to have a determiner. Here are some exam-
plesin which the noun phrases (underlined) consist only of adjective(s)and anoun:
26. Colddrinksare delicious.

28. Individualrights are important to preserve.
Proper nouns generally don't have adjectives or determiners in front of them. *creative
Nicole, for example, isungrammatical.
Sentence 7, They laughed, is yet another Kind of noun phrase. In this case, the noun
phrase consists of just a pronoun, ¢hey. (See Unit 7 to remind yourselfabout pronouns.)

A noun phrase can consist of just a pronoun, for example fhe or them.

Notice that you can have a determiner before a noun, for example, the monkey, but you'd
never put one before a pronoun: *the he, for example, is ungrammatical. We also do not
usually put an adjective before a pronoun:*pretty she, for example, is ungrammatical.

R s . o - - o

Test yourself 28.7 S TR TSRO R e
Underline the noun phrase in each of the sentences below. In this exercise, the noun phrase will
always consist of a pronoun. Some sentences may have more than one noun phrase.

Sample: You are always good to her.

e i S e s LA S

Getting started (answers on p.120) More practice(answerson the website)
1. Heranaway. 6. Itmade mecurious.

2. Ilovewatching them. 7. Sheleft usconfused.

3. They were extremely sociable. 8. Tam better for it.

4. We want to invite youover. 9. Youwill help me, won’t you?

5. Hedid itand didn’t even tell us about it. 10. They left yesterday.

To sum up, the kinds of noun phrases we’ve discussed are listed below. While there are
morekinds of noun phrases, what we've done here is to show you some basic ones.




UNIT 9: NOUN PHRASES

noun

| determiner

| Pronoun

Test yourself 28.8
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111 (

adjective +noun

determiner + noun
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ronoun (alone).

at inf:
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urself, Getting started

answer keys: Test y0
questions - Unit 9

Test yourself 28.1
1 |'H.l!l‘h‘\‘.'l'I‘l‘l(inmgf‘OI'I.['eﬂEﬂ.lQ.
5. Furniture can be expensive.

.. Boysoften want to be policemen.

i, People think money is useful.
5. Jeremy was eatingrice.

Test yourself 28.2 s

I, The winner was overjoyed.

2, The crowd dispersed peacefully.

;. Aminutecanseem like an eternity.

. The dentistgave the patient atoothbrush.

5. The couple forgot to tip the waiter.

Test yourself 28.3 BB

I. Hisdoorman hailed a taxi.

2. Asthedoctor toured the ward, agroup of her interns wentalong
.. Your daughterlooks great in this picture.

I. Some people keep their jewelry ina safe deposit box.

5. Jack'sfriend is an artist.

Test yourself 28.4 e

I That adorable baby was born in arundown house inasmall town
% Theelderly womanwroteashortnovel,

] Ilerr;xz_\'.-ulvr'ntumbeganwith;hos&trangelettcrs.

I. Some Enchanted Eveningisa beautiquoTlg from

=20 aclassicshow
._l;u-knrsI.'mmusfather

isatalented immigrant froma South A mey
Test yourself 28.5

1. The pleasure

inhisvoice wag real,

T determiner + noyn
2 lh:n:mnu_\ring l I

L customer stil] gotagood deal.
3 (.uunrynm-blqssings!
1, -Im1;uhan's_iacke |

5 He plays with hi

determiner + ad;

. determiner + nop,
tisbrand new.

SNew gadget every day,

Test yourself 28.6 e

&

determiner 4 noun
determiner + adject
—

I. The gm all white dog ran

I away.
2 The close frie 3’

nds i
ndsloveq Watching theold, classic moyies
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UNIT 9: NOUN PHRASES

3. Some Japanese carsare rated very highly.
4. My lovely niece arrived in a brand new convertible.
5. Those pesky flies ruined m){ALLstI:ali_anyac_at ion.

S il
e o

Test yourself 28.7

1. Heranaway.

2. Ilove watching them.

3. They were extremely sociable.

4. We want toinvite you over.

5. Hedid itand didn’teven tellus about it.

Test yourself 28.8
1. The pleasure in your voice was real.
2. Istill have that infamous necklace.

determiner + noun
determiner + adjective + noun

3. Iforgot tomention it to you. pronoun

4. Mr. Bentley is a successful businessman. noun

5. Cobrasaredangerous snakes. adjective + noun
Test yourself 28.9 = peEpe iaes Se vt T

1. Joetraveled often.

2. Theblazing sun can cause damage to your skin.

3. The unlucky scientist walked back.

1. We turned and left.

5. Those calculating politicians responded evasively.

# FOR A REVIEW EXERCISE OF THIS UNIT, SEE THE WEBSITE.
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Lesson 29: The basic structure of prepositional
phrases

What do younotice about the following sentences?
1. Thetoy isontheredtable.
2. Welive nearhim.
3. The cute guy walked Mary to the corner.
4. The Jonesfamily traveled around Arizona.
Each of these sentences contains a preposition, which is underlined. Here again are the
common prepositions which we listed in Lesson 17:

about beneath into throughout
above beside like till
across between near to

after beyond of toward(s)
against by off under
along despite on until
among down onto up
around during out upon

at for over with
before from since within
behind in through without
below

What follows a preposition? In sentences 1-4, the prepositions are followed by:

5. theredtable (determiner + adjective + noun)

6. him (pronoun)

7. thecorner (determiner +noun)

8. Arizona (proper noun)

As you may remember from Lesson 28, each of these is a kind of noun phrase. In fact,

a preposition is always followed by a noun phrase, called the object of the preposition,
and the preposition and itsnoun phrase form a unit which is called a prepositional phrase.

o

A prepositional phrase consists of a preposition plus a noun phrase, for example in the

e e

closet. _

We don’t have to list the different kinds of noun phrases in Quick tip 29.1, because we've
already identified them in Lesson 28; we can just refer to noun phrases in general. So it’s
really useful to have this concept of a noun phrase, and it’s a concept that you'll see come

upagain in otherlessons.
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